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Program 

 

  

 Call to Order ................................................................... Dr. Richard Bailey 

 *“Onward Christian Soldiers” .................................. Dr. Cordelia Anderson 

  ..................................................... Accompanied by Dr. Kristofer Sanchack 

 Welcome  ................................................................... Mayor Steven L. Reed 

 Reading of Letter ............................................................. Dr. Richard Bailey 

 From Matin Luther King III 

 Reflections 

 On behalf of Reverend Robert Graetz ...................Rev. LaVaughn Wiggins 

 Graetz Family/Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. ....................... Atty. Fred D. Gray 

 Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy ......................................... Rev. E. Baxter Morris** 

 E. D. Nixon ...................................................................... Dr. Calvin McTier 

 Rosa M. Parks ......................................................... Dr. Farrell J. Duncombe 

 Jeannie Graetz ........................................................... Dr. Janice R. Franklin 

 Jeannie Graetz …………………………………………. . Mr. Jon Broadway 

 The Graetz Family .............................................................. Mr. Tim Lennox 

 As a Neighbor ................................................... Atty. Julian L. McPhillips Jr. 

 The Graetz Family: Why Historic Markers Matter ..... Mr. Scotty E. Kirkland 

 Recognition of Special Guests  ....................................... Dr. Richard Bailey 

 Historic Marker Unveiling  ............................................. The Graetz Family 

 Remarks   ........................................................................ Dr. Richard Bailey  

 “My Country Tis of Thee”  ....................................... Dr. Cordelia Anderson 

  ................................................ Accompanied by Dr. Christopher Sanchack 
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“Onward Christian Soldiers” 

 

1. Onward, Christian soldiers! 
Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus 
Going on before. 

Christ, the royal Master, 
Leads against the foe; 
Forward into battle, 
See his banners go! 

 
[Chorus] 

Onward, Christian soldiers! 
Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus 
Going on before. 

 
2. At the sign of triumph 
Satan’s host doth flee; 

On, then, Christian soldiers, 
On to victory. 

Hell’s foundations quiver 
At the shout of praise; 

Brothers, lift your voices, 
Loud your anthems raise. 

 
3. Like a mighty army 

Moves the Church of God; 
Brothers, we are treading 

Where the Saints have trod. 
We are not divided; 

All one body we: 
One in hope and doctrine, 

One in charity. 
 

4. Onward, then, ye people; 
Join our happy throng. 

Blend with ours your voices 
In the triumph song: 

Glory, laud, and honor 
Unto Christ, the King. 

This through countless ages 
Men and angels sing. 

 
*Martin Luther King Jr. King recalled years later: “The opening hymn was the old familiar ‘Onward Christian Soldiers,’ and 
when that mammoth audience stood to sing, the voices outside swelling the chorus in the church, there was a mighty 
ring like the glad echo of Heaven itself.”) 

Origin of “Onward Christian Soldiers” 
In Yorkshire, England, where Doctor Baring-Gould was stationed as curate of Horbury, it is the custom to observe 
Whitmonday as a day of festival for the school children. In 1865 his school was invited to march to a neighboring village, 
there to join the children of another school in the festival exercises. As he could not find a suitable hymn for the children 
to sing while marching from one village to another, he sat up late into the night to compose a hymn; and out of those 
midnight hours came the lines, “Onward, Christian soldiers,” to which the children marched toward their festival and to 
which hundreds of thousands of Christians have marched in the decades since it was written. It was published in 
the Church Times in 1865. The hymn with its stirring tune, written later by Sir Arthur Sullivan, makes an ideal 
processional.             
Source: Carl Price, One Hundred and One Hymn Stories. 
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“My Country, Tis of Thee” 
 

1. My country, ’tis of thee, 
Sweet land of liberty, 

Of thee I sing; 
Land where my fathers died, 
Land of the pilgrims’ pride, 
From ev’ry mountainside 

Let freedom ring! 
 

2. My native country, thee, 
Land of the noble free, 

Thy name I love; 
I love thy rocks and rills, 

Thy woods and templed hills. 
My heart with rapture thrills 

Like that above. 
 

3. Let music swell the breeze 
And ring from all the trees 

Sweet freedom’s song; 
Let mortal tongues awake; 
Let all that breathe partake; 

Let rocks their silence break, 
The sound prolong. 

 
4. Our fathers’ God, to thee, 

Author of liberty, 
To thee we sing; 

Long may our land be bright 
With freedom’s holy light. 
Protect us by thy might, 

Great God, our King! 
 
 
 
 
 

Origin of “My Country Tis of Thee” 
(National Hymn of the United States) 

 
“My Country ‘Tis of Thee” (also known as “America”) was the lyrical result of Samuel F. Smith’s drive to create 
a national hymn for the United States. A native of Boston, Smith (1808–1895) wrote the now-classic anthem in 
about thirty minutes on a rainy day in 1832, while a student at Andover Theological Seminary in Andover, 
Massachusetts. The first three verses encourage and invoke national pride, while the last verse was 
specifically reserved as a petition to God for His continued favor and protection of the United States of 
America. “My Country Tis of Thee” was first performed on July 4, 1832 at the Park Street Church in Boston. 
 
Smith was also a Baptist minister, author, and journalist. 
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Program Participants 

 
Rev. LaVaughn Wiggins is a native of Mobile, Alabama. LaVaughn Wiggins 
 Received the BS and MDiv from Concordia College of Fort 

Wayne, Indiana. He has served as pastor of United 
 Evangelical Lutheran Church since July 2016. 
 
Dr. Kristofer Sanchack is a professor of music at Alabama State University. 

 

Dr. Cordelia Anderson is a professor of music at Alabama State University. 

 

Atty. Fred D. Gray has represented countless civil rights litigants since March 1955. 
 He is a living legend and a national treasure. 
 

Rev. E. Baxter Morris is a native of Anniston and served as the pastor of First Baptist Church for 
 several decades. He cherished church and local history. 
**In deep respect to Reverend Morris, who died May 2, 2021, we decided to leave his name in the program.  
 

Dr. Calvin McTier is the pastor of Bethel Missionary Baptist Church and a member of the Edgar D. 
Nixon Sr. Foundation. 

 

Dr. Farrell J. Duncombe is the current the pastor of First Congregational Christian Church, United 
Church of Christ. He is a former pastor of St. Paul AME Church 
and once sat in Rosa M. Parks’ 

 Sunday School class. He remembers her well. 
 
Dr. Janice R. Franklin is the dean of Library and Learning Resources at Alabama State University and a 
recent recipient of the Ann Barnett Service Award for her exemplary contribution to librarianship and 
professional education. She also heads the university’s National Center for the Study of Civil Rights & 
African American Culture. 
 

Jon Broadway met Jeannie Graetz through their association with One Montgomery, one of the city’s 
foremost biracial organizations. 

 

Tim Lennox has been one of the most visible and trusting fixtures in television 
 broadcasting in the area for decades. He is a personal friend of the 

Graetz family. 
 
Atty. Julian L. McPhillips Jr. personifies the best in community advocacy. Rev. Fred Lee Shuttlesworth 

visited his home for prayer once when he was ill. 
 

Scotty E. Kirkland works from behind the scene at the Alabama Department of Archives and 
History to ensure the factual accuracy of our cherished his-
toric markers. He is a true asset to the state. 
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April 6, 2021 
 
Dr. Richard Bailey, Sr. 
P. O. Box 230144 
Montgomery, AL 36123 
 
To the Rev. Robert and Jeannie Graetz Historic Marker Unveiling: 
 
Although circumstances make it impossible for us to join you in person, on behalf of my wife and 
partner, Arndrea Waters King, my daughter, Yolanda Renee King and myself, I write to you to 
express our warmest greetings to everyone gathered for the unveiling of the historic marker honoring 
the Reverend Robert Graetz and his wife and partner, Jeannie Graetz. 
 
We hold Rev. and Mrs. Graetz in the highest esteem for their courageous and selfless leadership in 
support of the Montgomery Bus protest of 1955-1956 and the continuing work of my parents, Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Coretta Scott King. At a time when very few white citizens of Montgomery 
supported the historic Montgomery Bus Boycott, The Graetz family chose instead to answer the call 
of history and uphold the highest values of their faith to take a valiant stand for racial equality and 
interracial brother and sisterhood. 
 
Rev. and Mrs. Graetz did not merely lend their respected names to this historic cause; instead, they 
served it as active participants, despite threats and the antagonism of many white citizens, who did 
not share their deeply-felt commitment to racial equality and human rights. Rev. Graetz served as 
secretary for the Montgomery Improvement Association and the Graetz family suffered multiple 
bombings of their home. But never did they back away from their heartfelt commitment to racial 
justice and the Montgomery bus protest. 
 
Our family will forever remain grateful and deeply-inspired by the courageous leadership of Rever-
end Robert and Jeannie Graetz during the Montgomery Bus Boycott, just as my father and mother 
valued their friendship and support with the highest admiration. 
 
This historic marker honoring Reverend and Mrs. Graetz will provide a potent reminder to future 
generations of our brave white brothers and sisters in Montgomery and their names will be forever 
emblazoned among the pioneers of the Beloved Community of my father’s great dream for our na-
tion and world. And as we go forward into the uncertain future, the names of Robert and Jeannie 
Graetz will stand as a testament of hope for greater interracial understanding, goodwill and brother-
hood and sisterhood.  
 
In solidarity, 

 
Martin Luther King III 
 
 

Martin Luther King III · 1984 Howell Mill Road, NW · Suite 250613 · Atlanta, GA · 30325 
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“Rosa Parks’ letter about KKK Bought By Family Bombed” 
 

The handwritten letter by civil rights icon Rosa Parks about how the Ku Klux Klan 
bombed a neighbor’s home in 1957-Montgomery will shortly move back to the “City of 
Dreams.” 
 
The letter will soon be transferred from the rarefied vault of an international auction 
house on Manhattan’s upper East Side to a climate-controlled enclosure in Alabama 
State University’s archives, all thanks to a beloved Montgomery family who lived in the 
very residence mentioned in the newly won Parks’ letter. 
 
The family who purchased the 1957 letter last week from New York City’s Guernsey’s 
Auction for $9,375 is led by the Rev. Robert (Bob) and Jeannie Graetz, who are the 
very same couple whose family home on the corner of Mill Street and Cleveland 
Avenue in Montgomery was bombed by the KKK in the early morning hours of Jan. 10, 
1957. 
 
Parks’ letter is her firsthand account of the bombing that she vividly described in the 
letter purchased by the Graetz family. 
Both of the Graetzes are known as acclaimed pioneers in Alabama’s civil rights 
movement, and since retiring from the Lutheran clergy, both serve as advisers and 
consultants with ASU’s National Center for the Study of Civil Rights and African-
American Culture. 
 
“The house that Rosa Parks describes as bombed in the letter that we bought at auction 
was our own home, which was the parsonage of the Trinity Lutheran Church where 
my husband served as its minister and I served as its first lady,” said Jeannie Graetz. 
 
The Parks’ letter won by the couple is an account of the second bombing of their 
home by the KKK. It was first bombed by the hate group on August 25, 1956. No one 
was seriously hurt then or in the subsequent 1957 bombing, which is the subject of 
Parks’ auction letter. 
 
The Graetzes believe that they were on the Klan’s “hit-list” because they were among 
the only local white clergy who openly supported the Montgomery Bus Boycott that 
began after Parks refused to give up her seat on a segregated Montgomery City Bus to 
a white passenger on December 1, 1955, which led to her arrest. 
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Rev. Bob and Jeannie Graetz and 
their four children were in their home when 
 it was bombed in 1957. (File Photos)  

 

 

 

 

Parks’ arrest and what occurred because of it is called by historians as the seminal birth 
of the modern civil rights movement in America. 
 
“We raised the ire of the local Klan as soon as we moved to Montgomery because we 
are a white couple, and my husband was the minister of an all-black Lutheran 
congregation. We also chose to live among our flock, and then we publicly supported 
the desegregation of Montgomery’s buses beginning in 1955. Because of those 
reasons, we were marked targets,” she said. 
 
Family Purchases Letter 
 
Rev. Bob Graetz said that a friend told the couple about the handwritten Parks’ letter a 
few weeks ago, and that is when his family had the “eureka” moment to purchase it, 
bring it back home to Montgomery and give it to Alabama State University’s archives. 
“We thought that the account of the KKK bombing of our house by Rosa Parks should 
come back home to Montgomery, and where better to house it than our beloved 
Alabama State University,” said Bob Graetz. 
“My wife and all seven of our children chipped in to help us purchase this piece of 
history and it has been a joy and a blessing to all of us to soon bring this back home,” 
said the 90-year-old civil rights foot soldier. 

 

Bombing Memories 

 

 
 
 

Rev. Graetz with Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. in 
Montgomery, circa 1955.(File Photos) 
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Jeannie Graetz said that when the KKK’s dynamite bomb went off, the entire family 
was home, which included her husband, her husband’s mother and their four young 
children – the youngest child inside the bombed home was their nine-day-old infant. 
 
“When the bomb detonated at 2 a.m., it blew our roof completely off of the home, as 
well as all of the doors; it shattered every one of the windows and did considerable 
other damage to the rest of our house,” Jeannie Graetz said. “Our neighbors included 
Mr. and Mrs. Parks who lived across the street, and they were our close friends. After 
the bombing, they helped us clean and pick up. It was a miracle that no one was killed 
or severely injured.” 
 
Jeannie Graetz remembered that many other locations were also bombed in Montgom-
ery on that same evening. 
 
“The same night that our home was bombed, four black churches were also bombed 
by the KKK in Montgomery, as well as the home of Rev. Ralph and Juanita Abernathy. 
Several men were arrested by law enforcement for these bombings and placed on trial, 
but the all-white local juries of that era found them all innocent,” she said with a sigh. 
 
Belongs At ASU 
 
Both Bob and Jeannie Graetz said that they both felt from the beginning that the Parks’ 
letter belonged at Alabama State University because of its long and historic association 
with Parks, who attended school on campus, as did so many other civil rights move-
ment leaders, including the Rev. Ralph David Abernathy, attorney Fred Gray, Jo Ann 
Robinson, Selma’s F.D. Reese, Thelma Glass, Birmingham’s Fred Shuttlesworth and so 
many more. 
“Bob and I just love ASU, it is a part of us and its employees and students are just like 
our family,” Jeannie Graetz said. 
 
“A Wonderful Story” 
 
The president of New York’s Guernsey’s Auctions Arlan Ettinger said that the account 
of the Graetz family purchasing the Parks’ letter is a wonderful story. 
 
“As the president of an internally acclaimed auction house, we’ve presided over many 
unique and meaningful auctions from the Titanic relics to Princess Diana’s jewelry … 
but this story is an extremely wonderful story,” Ettinger said. 
 
“When I heard about the Graetz family’s full-circle story concerning the Rosa Parks’ 
letter, I thought how wonderful and fabulous it was for this most meaningful thing to 
occur at our auction house. What’s not to love about this occurrence?” Ettinger said. 
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‘All Of God’s Children’ 
 
The dean at ASU who oversees the University’s archives is Dr. Janice Franklin. She said 
that the University is gratified that the Graetz family pooled their resources and pur-
chased this rare civil rights artifact for ASU. 
 
She said that the Parks’ letter belongs in Montgomery and specifically at Alabama State 
University because of the University’s close association with the civil rights movement. 
“We who work at Alabama State University’s archives are overjoyed because this will 
allow us to preserve and share this important document with the public and scholars 
alike,” Franklin said. 
 
She said that it is a rare find that speaks to the struggles and to the suffering 
that the Graetz family endured, as did so many others who stood up against hatred, 
segregation and the evils of Jim Crow and KKK injustice. 
 
“Thank God for Rev. and Mrs. Graetz and this letter written by Mrs. Parks, which at-
tests to all that the Graetz family went through so that freedom and equality could be 
enjoyed by all of God’s children, despite the color of their skin,” Franklin added. 
 
Source: Kenneth Mullinax, “Rosa Parks’ letter about KKK Bought By Family 
Bombed,” Birmingham Times, August 9, 2018. 

 

 

https://www.birminghamtimes.com/2018/08/rosa-parks-letter-about-kkk-bought-by-family-bombed/
https://www.birminghamtimes.com/2018/08/rosa-parks-letter-about-kkk-bought-by-family-bombed/
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Emancipation Association of Montgomery 
Presents Its 155th Annual 

Emancipation Proclamation Celebration 

(1866-2021) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Honorable J C Love III, Judge 
Probate Court of Montgomery County, Alabama 

Montgomery, Alabama 
Keynote Speaker 

 
Friday, January 1, 2021 

10:00 AM 
 

Theme: 
“Tell Them We Are Rising 

Our Cause is Just; Unity as a Must, the Struggle Continues” 
 

Bryant Missionary Baptist Church 
3645 Norman Bridge Road 

Montgomery, AL 36111 
 

Rev. Ronald Moncrief, Host Pastor 
Dr. Richard Bailey Sr., President, Presiding 

2021 1863 
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Emancipation Association Memorial Hall of Fame 

Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends 

 

 

Dr. Gwendolyn Elizabeth M. 

Rev. Robert 

Graetz 

Fervid supporter. 

Program 

Mr. David Calloway 

Ross, Jr. 

Ardent supporter, 

President 

Cora L. McHaney 

Rev. Frank R. 

Johnson 

Avid supporter, 

Teacher, Counselor, 

Pastor, Hall Street 

Jeanie Graetz 

Civil Rights 

Advocate 

 

Correta Scott 

King 
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In Memoriam 
Rev. Robert Graetz 
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The Graetz Story 
 
 

The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Jan. 14, 1956 

Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved 

The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Jan. 15, 1956 

Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved 

The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Jan. 12, 1956 

Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved 
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The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Aug. 26, 1956, 

Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved 

The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Aug. 26, 1956, 1956 
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The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Aug. 26, 1956, 1956 

Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved 
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The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Sept. 17, 1956  

Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved 

The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Sept. 17, 1956  

Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved 
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The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Nov. 1, 1956 
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Alabama Journal (Montgomery, AL) 

Jan. 10, 1957 

Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved 

Alabama Journal (Montgomery, AL) 

Jan. 11, 1957 

Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved 
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The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Jan. 11, 1957 

Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved 

The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Jan. 11, 1957 

Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved 
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The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Feb. 1, 1957 
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The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Feb. 1, 1957 
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The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Feb. 27, 2011 

Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved 

The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Mar. 4, 2011 

Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved 
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The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Dec. 7 2015 
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The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Dec. 7 2015 

 

  



37 

 

 “The Graetz Neighborhood Dedication” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have twice become nearly overcome with guilt about my youthful attitude to race relations. The first 
time, Congressman John Lewis had come to town for the dedication of an historic marker at the Grey-
hound Bus Station downtown location on South Court Street. Lewis was among the Freedom Riders 
who were beaten when a Greyhound bus carrying both African-Americans and whites rolled into 
Montgomery in 1961. 

And the second time occurred a few years ago when the late Tommie Miller re-introduced me to The 
Rev. Robert Graetz and his wife Jeannie. It was then I learned of their astonishing involvement in the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott and the Montgomery Improvement Association. 

Pastor Graetz is a white Lutheran pastor. I am a Lutheran who somewhat prided herself on her lack of 
racial prejudice. How, I wondered, could I not have known the Graetz family and supported them in 
their efforts? How could I have been so totally oblivious to those who were struggling so? 

Of course, I had not thought about the calendar. The Montgomery Bus Boycott began December 1, 
1955. I did not move to Montgomery until mid-1964. I have subsequently learned that the Graetz 
family left Montgomery for a new pastorate in 1957, and the church they pastored changed its synod-
ical affiliation and — I assume — its involvement in the Civil Rights Movement. 

How, I tortured myself, could I have been so blissfully unaware and unengaged in the upheaval that 
was ongoing in Montgomery at that time? The answer was pretty simple: I grew up in a time and 
place where “ignorance was bliss” … or perhaps worse! 

An award-winning 1966 CBS Television documentary, “Sixteen in Webster Groves,” depicted a St. Lou-
is suburb where parents shielded their children from all ugliness, in the hope that life would be better 
for their offspring than they had experienced themselves during the Great Depression. That, at least, 
was my take on what occurred. A 1996 report in a St. Louis publication saw it differently: “…what they 
chose to show after three months nestled amid the shaggy trees and century-old homes — was a Bab-
bitt-like conformity, rigid and overbearing parents, an insular and soulless class and a callous indiffer-
ence to the minuscule number of “negroes” in the community.” 

Photos by Debbie Richardson 

http://www.midtownmontgomeryliving.com/?p=1810
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greyhound_Bus_Station_(Montgomery,_Alabama)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greyhound_Bus_Station_(Montgomery,_Alabama)
http://www.aptv.org/FTr/detail.asp?FTRID=1552
http://www.aptv.org/FTr/detail.asp?FTRID=1552
http://www.riverfronttimes.com/2006-03-01/news/56-in-webster-groves/
https://i0.wp.com/www.midtownmontgomeryliving.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Graetz-Neighborhood-Ceremony-006-REv-Mrs-sign.jpg
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“The Graetz Neighborhood Dedication” 
 

I didn’t grow up in Webster Groves. And my childhood home was right next door in the suburb of Kirk-
wood, Mo. Our public schools integrated peacefully in the fall of 1955, right on the heels of Brown vs. 
Board of Education. While they may well have occurred, I don’t ever recall reading or hearing about a civil 
rights demonstration in our area. 

As a college freshman at Washington University, also in St. Louis, I had a friend from New York whose older 
sister was a Freedom Rider. But my friend spoke little of that. Her concerns were more mundane: making 
decent grades and gaining social acceptance. 

She and I, were we guilty of anything, were shamefully self-absorbed and terribly like the adolescents of 
every generation since WWII. Not an excuse, for sure. But an explanation. 

My coming to grips with the reality of both prejudice in my childhood community AND my developing a 
real heart for equal justice has occurred only slowly over the intervening years since early adulthood. I like 
to think that now — given the chance — I will stand with any oppressed group. Stand tall and loud. 
(Friends in the GLBT community, hold me accountable on that!) 

So it was with immense joy that I attended last Saturday’s dedication of the Graetz Neighborhood entry-
way sign at the intersection of E.D. Nixon Avenue and West Fairview, just two blocks west of Midtown. 
Guest speaker and historian Dr. Richard Bailey rightly observed that we in attendance were witnessing an-
other milestone in Montgomery race relations, that of a nearly 100% African-American neighborhood’s 
decision to name their community after their beloved white friends, Robert and Jeannie Graetz. Amazing 
— utterly amazing! 

Hat’s off, Graetz Neighborhood, for honoring Dr. King’s vision for a time when people are judged “not by 
the color of their skin but on the content of their character.” And hat’s off, Montgomery. We’ve come a 
long, long way. And, yes, we still have a long, long way to go! 

Source: Sandra Nickel, Montgomery Advertiser, March 3. 2011. 

Sandra Nickel has been listing and selling residential real estate for over 29 years, most with an intense fo-
cus on Montgomery’s Midtown neighborhoods. Sandra serves on the Mid-Alabama Coalition for the Home-
less, the Cloverdale Business Coalition, Historic Southview, the Volunteer and Information Center, Land-
marks Foundation and her own neighborhood Garden District Preservation Association. 

http://www.midtownmontgomeryliving.com/?p=1810
http://montgomerygardendistrict.ning.com/
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The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Sept. 2, 2011 

Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved 

The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Sept. 2, 2011 

Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved 
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The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Sept 22, 2020 

Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved 
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The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Sept 22, 2020 
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The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Dec. 17, 2020 
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The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Dec. 17, 2020 
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The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Dec. 20 , 2020 

Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved 

The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL) 

Dec. 20, 2020 

Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved 
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The Graetz Legacy 

 

Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? 
Then said I, Here am I; send me. 

Isaiah 6:8 (King James Version) 
 

But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you. 
 

Matthew 5:44 
Note: This scripture was the lesson for the day at Birmingham’s Sixteenth Street 
Baptist Church, September 15, 1963. 
 
And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 
 

Matthew 25:40 
 

So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away 
from it. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us 
may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or 
bad." (Only what we do for Christ will last.) 
 

2 Corinthians 5:9-10 
Peace Prayer of Saint Francis 

 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 

where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 

 
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 

to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive, 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

Amen. 
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Special Guests 
 

Chip Hill, Chief of Staff to the Mayor 

 

Jamyla Philyaw, Special Assistant to the Mayor 

 

Tania Johns, Special Assistant to the Mayor 

 

Phillip Ensler, Senior Policy Advisor to the Mayor  

 

Sheyann Webb Christburg, Noted Author/Youth Advisor 

 

Dr. Willie D. McClung, Pastor, Holt Street Memorial Baptist Church 

 

Mrs. Leslie McPhillips and Atty. Julian L. McPhillips Jr., 

Author, Community Advocate 

 

Nelson Malden, barber who gave Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. his first local haircut 

 

Sandra Nickel, Veteran Realtor, Community Advocate 

 

Valerie Smedley, Owner-Operator of Tours of Montgomery, Community Advocate 

 

Cedric Varner, Longtime Television Talk Show Host 

 

H. Randall Williams/Suzanne La Rosa, Book Publishers, Community Advocates 
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