|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Special Thanks to Our Sponsors \

Mayor Steven L. Reed 103 N. Perry Street

¥ty Montgomery, AL 36104
* *
X *

b g x

City of Montgomery, Alabama

Association for the Study of African American Life and History,
H. Council Trenholm Branch, Alabama State University

Jon Broadway and Judy Broadway
R. Dawn Campbell
Sherrie Cook
Dr. Daniel Haulman and Ellen Haulman
Atty Julian L. McPhillips Jr.
Donald Nolte and Ursula Nolte
Valerie Smedley
Evelyn Tackett
Lewis Ware and Teresa Ware

Lt. Col Michael Waters (Ret.)

|

B

Rev. Robert Graetz-Jeannie Graetz
Historic Marker Unveiling

Rev. Robert Graetz and Jeannie Graetz

1558 Dunbar Street
Montgomery, AL 36106

May 16, 2021
2:00 PM

Dr. Richard Bailey, Presiding




Mayor Steven L. Reed

Montgomery, Alabama

Cover: Rev. Robert Graetz and Jeannie Graetz (David Campbell/ ASU)

Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy, Rev. Robert Graetz and Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Rosa Parks, Edgar Daniel Nixon and Fred Gray




Table of Contents

Title Page
PrOgram ..o e 3
“Onward Christian Solder”.........ccouiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 4
“My Country Tis of Thee” ....c.ouiiiiiii e 5
Program PartiCipants.........coiuiiiiii e 6
Testimonials..................... Letter from Martin Luther King IIl................ 7

Letter from Dr. Agnes M. Lover.........c.......... 8

Letter from Dr. Willie D. McClung................ 9

Letter from Atty. Julian L. McPhillips Jr. ... 10
City of Montgomery Honors Rev. Robert Graetz.............c.cooveiiiinenan.n. 12

Dr. Richard Bailey (December 12, 2013)
City of Montgomery Honors Jeannie Graetz .........c.coooeveviiiiiiiinnnanen.. 15
Dr. Richard Bailey (December 12, 2013)

“Rosa Parks’ letter about KKK Bought By Family Bombed” ................ 17
Attending Emancipation Celebrations............c.coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii.. 21
The GraetzZ STOTY .cuouinii e 27
The GraetZ Legacy «.uuii ittt e e e e e e e 45
Special Guests (Listed Alphabetically)......c..cccoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin. 46
Financial SUpPPOTters ... 45
ACKNOWIEAZEMENTS ...uitititiii ittt e e e e e e e aaaes 47
Financial SUPPOTTETS ...c.vuieiiiniiiiiii e Back Cover




Rev. Robert Graetz and Jeannie Graetz attending Emancipation
Celebration at Mount Zion AME Zion Church, January 1, 2018




Program

Call tO Order ....coovuiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Dr. Richard Bailey
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Historic Marker Unveiling ......c.cccccevveiiiiiiiiiiieeeneinnnnn, The Graetz Family
REMATKS  eiiiiiiiiiiiiicc e Dr. Richard Bailey
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“Onward Christian Soldiers”

1. Onward, Christian soldiers!
Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus
Going on before.
Christ, the royal Master,
Leads against the foe;
Forward into battle,

See his banners go!

[Chorus]

Onward, Christian soldiers!
Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus
Going on before.

2. At the sign of triumph
Satan’s host doth flee;
On, then, Christian soldiers,
On to victory.

Hell’s foundations quiver
At the shout of praise;
Brothers, lift your voices,
Loud your anthems raise.

3. Like a mighty army

Moves the Church of God;
Brothers, we are treading

Where the Saints have trod.

We are not divided;

All one body we:
One in hope and doctrine,
One in charity.

4. Onward, then, ye people;
Join our happy throng.
Blend with ours your voices
In the triumph song:
Glory, laud, and honor
Unto Christ, the King.
This through countless ages
Men and angels sing.

*Martin Luther King Jr. King recalled years later: “The opening hymn was the old familiar ‘Onward Christian Soldiers,” and
when that mammoth audience stood to sing, the voices outside swelling the chorus in the church, there was a mighty
ring like the glad echo of Heaven itself.”)

Origin of “Onward Christian Soldiers”
In Yorkshire, England, where Doctor Baring-Gould was stationed as curate of Horbury, it is the custom to observe
Whitmonday as a day of festival for the school children. In 1865 his school was invited to march to a neighboring village,
there to join the children of another school in the festival exercises. As he could not find a suitable hymn for the children
to sing while marching from one village to another, he sat up late into the night to compose a hymn; and out of those
midnight hours came the lines, “Onward, Christian soldiers,” to which the children marched toward their festival and to
which hundreds of thousands of Christians have marched in the decades since it was written. It was published in
the Church Times in 1865. The hymn with its stirring tune, written later by Sir Arthur Sullivan, makes an ideal
processional.
Source: Carl Price, One Hundred and One Hymn Stories.




“My Country, Tis of Thee”

1. My country, tis of thee,
Sweet land of liberty,
Of thee I sing;

Land where my fathers died,
Land of the pilgrims’ pride,
From ev’ry mountainside
Let freedom ring!

2. My native country, thee,
Land of the noble free,
Thy name I love;

I love thy rocks and rills,
Thy woods and templed hills.
My heart with rapture thrills
Like that above.

3. Let music swell the breeze
And ring from all the trees
Sweet freedom’s song;
Let mortal tongues awake;
Let all that breathe partake;
Let rocks their silence break,
The sound prolong.

4. Our fathers’ God, to thee,
Author of liberty,
To thee we sing;

Long may our land be bright
With freedom’s holy light.
Protect us by thy might,
Great God, our King!

Origin of “My Country Tis of Thee”
(National Hymn of the United States)

“My Country ‘Tis of Thee” (also known as “America”) was the lyrical result of Samuel F. Smith’s drive to create
a national hymn for the United States. A native of Boston, Smith (1808-1895) wrote the now-classic anthem in
about thirty minutes on a rainy day in 1832, while a student at Andover Theological Seminary in Andover,
Massachusetts. The first three verses encourage and invoke national pride, while the last verse was
specifically reserved as a petition to God for His continued favor and protection of the United States of
America. “My Country Tis of Thee” was first performed on July 4, 1832 at the Park Street Church in Boston.

Smith was also a Baptist minister, author, and journalist.




Program Participants

Rev. LaVaughn Wiggins is a native of Mobile, Alabama. LaVaughn Wiggins
Received the BS and MDiv from Concordia College of Fort
Wayne, Indiana. He has served as pastor of United
Evangelical Lutheran Church since July 2016.

Dr. Kristofer Sanchack is a professor of music at Alabama State University.
Dr. Cordelia Anderson is a professor of music at Alabama State University.

Atty. Fred D. Gray has represented countless civil rights litigants since March 1955.
He is a living legend and a national treasure.

Rev. E. Baxter Morris is a native of Anniston and served as the pastor of First Baptist Church for
several decades. He cherished church and local history.
**In deep respect to Reverend Morris, who died May 2, 2021, we decided to leave his name in the program.

Dr. Calvin McTier is the pastor of Bethel Missionary Baptist Church and a member of the Edgar D.
Nixon Sr. Foundation.

Dr. Farrell J. Duncombe is the current the pastor of First Congregational Christian Church, United
Church of Christ. He is a former pastor of St. Paul AME Church
and once sat in Rosa M. Parks’

Sunday School class. He remembers her well.

Dr. Janice R. Franklin is the dean of Library and Learning Resources at Alabama State University and a
recent recipient of the Ann Barnett Service Award for her exemplary contribution to librarianship and
professional education. She also heads the university’s National Center for the Study of Civil Rights &
African American Culture.

Jon Broadway met Jeannie Graetz through their association with One Montgomery, one of the city’s
foremost biracial organizations.

Tim Lennox has been one of the most visible and trusting fixtures in television
broadcasting in the area for decades. He is a personal friend of the
Graetz family.

Atty. Julian L. McPhillips Jr. personifies the best in community advocacy. Rev. Fred Lee Shuttlesworth
visited his home for prayer once when he was ill.

Scotty E. Kirkland works from behind the scene at the Alabama Department of Archives and
History to ensure the factual accuracy of our cherished his-
toric markers. He is a true asset to the state.




April 6, 2021

Dr. Richard Bailey, Sr.
P. O. Box 230144
Montgomery, AL 36123

To the Rev. Robert and Jeannie Graetz Historic Marker Unveiling:

Although circumstances make it impossible for us to join you in person, on behalf of my wife and
partner, Arndrea Waters King, my daughter, Yolanda Renee King and myself, I write to you to
express our warmest greetings to everyone gathered for the unveiling of the historic marker honoring
the Reverend Robert Graetz and his wife and partner, Jeannie Graetz.

We hold Rev. and Mrs. Graetz in the highest esteem for their courageous and selfless leadership in
support of the Montgomery Bus protest of 1955-1956 and the continuing work of my parents, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Coretta Scott King. At a time when very few white citizens of Montgomery
supported the historic Montgomery Bus Boycott, The Graetz family chose instead to answer the call
of history and uphold the highest values of their faith to take a valiant stand for racial equality and
interracial brother and sisterhood.

Rev. and Mrs. Graetz did not merely lend their respected names to this historic cause; instead, they
served it as active participants, despite threats and the antagonism of many white citizens, who did
not share their deeply-felt commitment to racial equality and human rights. Rev. Graetz served as
secretary for the Montgomery Improvement Association and the Graetz family suffered multiple
bombings of their home. But never did they back away from their heartfelt commitment to racial
justice and the Montgomery bus protest.

Our family will forever remain grateful and deeply-inspired by the courageous leadership of Rever-
end Robert and Jeannie Graetz during the Montgomery Bus Boycott, just as my father and mother
valued their friendship and support with the highest admiration.

This historic marker honoring Reverend and Mrs. Graetz will provide a potent reminder to future
generations of our brave white brothers and sisters in Montgomery and their names will be forever
emblazoned among the pioneers of the Beloved Community of my father’s great dream for our na-
tion and world. And as we go forward into the uncertain future, the names of Robert and Jeannie
Graetz will stand as a testament of hope for greater interracial understanding, goodwill and brother-
hood and sisterhood.

In solidarity,

st P

Martin Luther King III

Martin Luther King III - 1984 Howell Mill Road, NW - Suite 250613 - Atlanta, GA - 30325




Swirit Vnal

}m.l Wiethodist Bpiscopal Church

706 East Patton Avenue Montgomery, AL 36111
Rev. Dr. Agnes M. Lover, Lead Pastor
www.stpaulamemontgomery.com
334-286-8577

May 16, 2021
Greetings:

On behalf of Saint Paul African Methodist Episcopal Church Officers and Members, we salute the
Honorable Graetz Family, on this historic well-deserved marker dedication. Saint Paul is the home
church of Mrs. Rosa Parks, the Mother of the Civil Rights Movement and personal friend of the
Graetz family. During the 3™ Annual Celebration of Rosa Parks Day in Alabama, Saint Paul
proudly honored The Reverend Robert and Mrs. Jeannie Graetz for their determined efforts in
“Dismantling Systemic Racism.” Their courageous acts during the Civil Rights Movement not
only challenged the unjust state of affairs of the 1950’s, but their immense sacrifice signified
Mississippi John Hurt’s greatest hit, “Just like a tree that's planted by the water, | shall not be

moved.”

vARK,
Mrs. Rosa Parks referred to St. Paul as é?' 07*
her ‘“special living room.” This
expression suggests that St. Paul and
her faith in God was a place of refuge A

for her. Therefore, while under
constant threat, documented home
bombings, and perhaps social isolation

> . a ¢ The Late Reverend Robert Graetz
from white clergy in the south, it is easy ad
to conclude that the strength of Rev.
Graetz and his family was fortified

“Dismantling Systemic Racism™

Mrs. Jeannie Graetz

through his service: pastor of Trinity
Lutheran Church, one of the spiritual
leaders during the Montgomery Bus
Boycott and driving blacks to work
while encouraging them to not ride the
bus. These efforts combined with their

For aiding in the coordination of the Montgomery Bus Bovcott; for urging
parishioners not to board Montgomery's buses and providing rides for them as
well as other black residents to work; for your courageous stance against racism
amidst constant threats and intimidation; for being faithful friends and
supporters of Mrs. Rosa Parks; for being rare, unbowed voices for desegregation
among white people in Alabama

December 1, 2020

faith, singing spirituals and trust in an
Almighty God gave them the resolve
and the resilience.

Rev. Dr. Agnes Lover, Pastor
St. Paul AME Church

Mrs. Rosa Parks, Rev. and Mrs. Graetz were not only neighbors that had an unquestionable bond;
it is confirmed that Rosa Parks facilitated the Youth Council NAACP meeting
in the Graetz home; attended the Highlander Folk School for social justice
training together in Tennessee, in addition to countless Montgomery
Improvement Association meetings that undergirded the 382-day
Montgomery Bus Boycott. We are indebted to the Graetz family for their
immense sacrifice in making this world a better place. May their contributions
forever be etched in the annals of history!

Lo M

Rev. Dr. Agnes M. Lover, Lead Pastor

The Mission of St. Paul African Methodist Episcopal Church is to ensure access o holistic (spiritual, social, and educational) ministries
for the empowerment of the community and lo preserve the legacy of Mrs. Rasa Parks.

Rev. Dr. Cathey Bruce, Youth Mmistry | Rev. Pamela Higgins, New Members Mmnistry | Rev. Cassie Jackson, Prayer Warriors | Rev. Bill Owens, Evangelism Ministry
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March 26, 2021

Dear Dr. Bailey,

Thank you for the invitation to attend the honor ceremony for the late

Rev. Robert and Jeannie Graetz. [ will be delighted to share this moment with
you and others. I not only knew him on a personal level, we were blessed on
four occasions for him to speak in our pulpit both at 903 South Holt Street and
1870 South Court Street.

Please share with me any additional information I may need, but count me in!

Sincerely,

Rev. Willie ID. lung, Ph.D., Senior Pastor




McPhillips Shinbaum, L.L.P.

McPhillips, Shinbaum, Luck, Bodin & Guillot

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW
Julian L. McPhillips, Jr.*
Kenneth Shinbaum 516 SOUTH PERRY STREET
Aaron J. Luck MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36104
James G. Bodin** (334) 262-1911 * (866) 224-8664
Joseph C. Guiliot FAX (334) 263-2321

Chase Estes March 2, 2021

VIA U.S. Mail Only

Dr. Richard Bailey, Sr.

P.O. Box 230144
Montgomery, Alabama 36123

Dear Richard:

Thank you for your kind letter of February 24, 2021.

*Also Admitted in NY
**Also Admitted in DC

Post Office Box 64
Montgomery, Alabama 36101
Office Admin. Amelia Strickland

Of Counsel Attorneys
David Sawyer
Tanika Finney

Of course, | would be honored to be at the unveiling of an historic marker
honoring the Graetzs, along if possible, with my wife Leslie. As you must know, our
properties bordered on each other’s, and we were frequently in each other’s homes, and
with Leslie especially helping them regularly with personal needs, and I contributed to

many of their civil rights causes.

They are forever our heroes.

Thank you so much, Richard, for including us. I enclosed a copy of the BOOM!

Magazine article about us with the Graetzs pictured.

Smcerel)'

LA

#///

Jul/an and Leslie McPhillips

JLMcPhil/cjm
x.c. Leslie McPhillips
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Friends and neighbors of Julian and Leslie,
Robert S. Graetz and his wife, Jeannie
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Robert S. Graetz (born May 16, 1928) is a Lutheran clergyman who, as the
white pastor of a black congregation in Montgomery, Alabama, openly
supported the Montgomery bus boycott, a landmark event of the civil rights
movement. Graetz's first full-time job as pastor was to a black congregation,
Trinity Lutheran Church, in Montgomery. He began working there in 1955,
the year of the Montgomery bus boycott. A personal friend of Rosa Parks,
Graetz became secretary of the Montgomery Improvement Association, the
organization founded to organize and support the boycott. Graetz's support
of the movement included appearing at meetings led by Martin Luther King Jr.
For his support of the boycott, Graetz and his family were ostracized by other
whites and suffered several episodes of harassment, including tire slashings,[4]
arrest,[5] and bombings. Bombs were planted at his home on three occasions;
the largest did not explode. The Graetzes are actively involved in various civic
activities including the diversity group One Montgomery and the League of
Women Voters. Each year they host the annual Graetz Symposium at the
National Center for the Study of Civil Rights and African-American Culture at
Alabama State University. (wikipedia)
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Celebration of
Montgomery Bus Boycott
Civil Rights Legends
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Arise, Go Toward the South: Robert Graetz
and His Stirring Times

Robert S. Gracetz, Jr., was born in Clarksburg, West Virginia, a fifth generation male to bear the name since
Gottlob Wilhelm Robert Graetz came to the United States in 1844, Graetz is also the fourth bearer of the
name to become a LLutheran minister.

The childhood of Robert Graetz did not present a viable black presence. Indeed, as he entered Capital
University, a Lutheran college in Columbus, Ohio, a watershed occurred when this Social Science major
decided to concentrate in sociology and signed up for a course from Dr. Karl Hertz, who allowed him to
write on a subject of his choosing. Graetz learned from some of his close Jewish friends in high school that
some major colleges had Jewish quotas. His research revealed that African Americans were denied admission
to American colleges. For the title of his rescarch paper, he borrowed phrascology from Cacesar's crossing the
Rubicon, “The dic is cast.” He titled his paper, “The Cast is Dved—Black.” Gractz believed the die had been
cast in his personal life. He knew he had crossed his personal Rubicon and could not call retreat. His new
concern propelled him to take three more courses from Dr. Hertz, calling him the most ditficult “professor he
had studied under, and probably the very best.”

On the strength of his new discovery, Graetz organized the Capital University Race Relations Club in 1948
and began attending the Columbus chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People. At one of the meetings, he met Walter White, national head of the organization. As the only white
person in the audience one night, Graetz took special note when White spoke of the increasing number of
white persons who were joining the movement.

Robert Graetz also had the double pleasure of meeting Jean Ellis at Capital University. Not only did he
succumb to the love of his life, he also met somecone who shared his love for God and for social justice. Not
casy picking, Jean Ellis had a mind of her own and a reputation to match. Robert Graetz had learned from a
friecnd who had dated her not to attempt a kiss on the first date. Not deterred, Robert Graetz not only tried on
their initial date, but he succeeded. Then on Sunday, June 10, 1951, the two became one before family and
friends in the bride's hometown of East Springfield, Pennsylvania.

The young couple arrived in Montgomery in June 1955. As Bob Graetz settled in as the first white pastor of
the all-black Trinity Lutheran Church, he learned to refer to the event from 1861 to 1865 as the War between
the States, not the Civil War. Such orientation was just the beginning, as he came to view segregation
throughout Montgomery socicty. He found it in the movie theaters, doctor's offices, neighborhoods,
schools, libraries, and parks everywhere.

Early on, amember of his congregation who operated a barber shop in his back vard was giving him a haircut
when a white vendor stopped by. The barber tried unsuccessfully to hide the face of his customer. Night time
visitors expressed their displeasure with a black man cutting the hair of a white customer.

In June 1955 Reverend Graetz met a scamstress named Rosa Parks, who used his church for NAACP Youth
Council meetings. Parks became his best friend in Montgomery outside of his congregation. Bill Grittin, a
fellow Lutheran pastor in Montgomery and an African American, related that someone had been arrested on
the city bus and a boycott was being planned but knew little more. Graetz telephoned her on Saturday,




December 3, and said, “T keep hearing that someone has been arrested on the bus and there's going to be a
boycott. Is that true? Who was it?™ Parks replied, “It's true. It was me, Pastor Graetz. I was arrested.” A shocked
Reverend Graetz rushed over to her home for details.

That Sunday morning Gractz preached a Christian analysis of Parks’ arrest and announced to his congregation
that he and his family would observe the bovcott. On Monday he attended the 9 AM trial of Parks, where he sat
rcluctantly in the white section. That evening, with the assistance of church member Robert Dandridge, who
led the way through the crowd, saying “This is my pastor, let us through,” Graetz found himself the only white
person—except for news people and camera crew—inside the Holt Street Baptist Church, where they
assembled in the basement.

After he joined the board of the Montgomery Improvement Association, Graetz remembers Dr. King saving
that “If vou are not ready to sacrifice vour life for this cause, you have no business being on this board.” Graetz
firmly believed he would be singled out for punishment. (He did have a long wait). When vandals struck his
car in January 1956, they slashed the front tires from the inside so the cuts would go unnoticed but the tires
would blow out from traveling at a high speed. Other times sugar was placed in the gas tank of his automobile.
Graetz was also followed as he travelled by car. He stopped using the same route in succession. Graetz always
feared for his safety and the safety of his family. Because of the volume of threatening anonymous letters that
arrived, Graetz began to write letters with secret messages on the reverse side of postage stamps.

His home was bombed three times, with the last bomb not exploding. No one was home on August 25, 1956
as two or three sticks of dynamite landed 43 feet in front of the porch. The 3:00 AM explosion damaged the
front door and some windows. Mayvor W. A. “Tacky™ Gayle accused the Graetzes of leaving home long enough
for the MIA to plant the bomb as a publicity stunt. The explosion of January 10, 1957 caused some damage.
Gractz heard other explosions minutes later and learned that four churches and one other home had been
bombed, with his home being the first at 2:00 AM. The message was clear - get Graetz first. Bomb experts also
found in the driveway 11 sticks of unexploded dynamite and a container of TN'T, enough to have destroyed the
entire neighborhood. The fuse had been lit, but it had gone out. ™

In 1958 Gractz returned to Columbus to assume the pastorate of the St. Phillips Lutheran Church. He later
I }

participated in the March on Washington and returned to Montgomery for the last leg of the Selma to

Montgomery March.

His many recognitions include the Russworm Award (1958), Selma Humanitarian Award (1976), Ohio
Humanitarian Award (1993), (Ohio) Governor's Humanitarian Award (1997), and many others. Bob Graetz
is the author of A White Preacher’'s Memoir: The Montgomery Bus Boycott (1999), A White Preacher’s
Message on Race and Reconciliation (2006) and A Congregational Guide to Human Relations (1964)". An
Informed Church Serves a Diverse Society,” chapter in The Church in a Diverse Society, ed. L.W. Halvorson,
Augsburg (1964). He was a monthly columnist for Columbus, Ohio, Diocese Catholic Times (1973-1987).

Back in 1955, when Graetz learned that he was headed to Montgomery, he placed on his stationary, *Arise, Go
toward the South,” phrascology that was based on scripture. Montgomery became a better place because he
came south in 1955 and has become an even better place since his return in the fall of 2005 to celebrate the
fifticth anniversary of the bus boycortt.

Richard Bzuley Montgomery, Alabama




Never Alone: The Legacy of Jean “Jeannie” E. Graetz

Jeannie Ellis Gractz was born in the small Pennsylvania town of East Springficld (population, 1,477);
vet, in 2013 she stands prominently alongside the likes of such historical giants as Coretta Scott King and
others because of her commitment to civil rights.

Jeannie Ellis grew up on a farm with four sisters and no brothers; consequently, she was expected to
remain on the farm after graduation from high school to help out. Having a mind of her own, she
worked for two years at the General Electric plant nearby in Erie (with the secret aim of going to
college). Having an insatiable curiosity about different cultures-something she gained from being an
avid rcader-Jeannie Ellis invited onc of her co-workers to meet her parents. The African American female
and the Ellis parents were equally unprepared for the unprecedented encounter. Jeannie Ellis was truly
the Elcanor Roosevelt of her day.

The single-minded Jeannie Ellis enrolled at Capital University in September 1949. There, she met an
equally confident upper classman named Robert Graetz. Their first date and first kiss came on Saturday,
February 12, 1950. He courted her acquaintance assiduously, and the relationship was consummated in
East Springficld in June 1951.With this marriage, social justice had met social commitment. They would

I
| be inseparable thereafter, and the world around them never would be the same.
1

They became a praying couple, and it continues to show. Their propensity for praver enabled them to
withstand the bombing weather in Montgomery, Alabama. Pastor Graetz had promised Lutheran
officials in Columbus that he would not start any trouble in Montgomery, and he kept his promise. But
trouble found him once he identified with the Montgomery Improvement Association and its bus
protest. The family brought their children along when they came to Montgomery, and the number
continued to increase after their arrival.

Events intensified with the progression of the bus protest. Jeannie Gractz received very rude treatment at
the office of her pediatrician. And, she never visited a beautician while in the capital city. The parsonage
at 1110 Rosa Parks Avenue (named Cleveland Avenue at the time) was bombed on August 25, 1956.
The bomb landed 43 feet from the porch, causing little damage to the front door, windows, and some
furniture. Luckily, no one was home. But the family was not so fortunate on January 10, 1957. Early that
morning, while the family--including a nine-day-old child--was sleeping, a dynamite exploded and
caused some damage to the parsonage. No one was harmed. Eleven sticks of dynamites attached to a can
of TNT that failed to explode were found in the driveway. Bomb experts said the two could have
destroyed the entire neighborhood.

In addition to her concern about bombings, Jeannie Graetz worried about threatening telephone calls.
One such call asked, “I see your children out in the vard there. Are you sure thev're okay out there?” Such
calls also made her fearful of taking out the trash. She didn't feel safe outside at night. The Gractzes lived
in constant fear.




Never Alone: The Legacy of Jean “Jeannie” E. Graetz

Bob and Jeannie Graetz have been called many names, some unfit for print. And, the couple has been the
victims of just about every act of inhumanity known to humankind. Yet, their faith in God never has
wavered. Jeannie Graetz was convinced they were never alone.

On Saturday, February 26, 2011, Montgomery Mayor Todd Strange presented the Robert Gractz with
keys to the city for his work in racial equality and reconciliation. The Graetz Neighborhood Association
also used the 2:00 PM ceremony to dedicate the Graetz Neighborhood to Bob and Jeannie Graetz with a
marker at the Fairview Avenue and West Jeft Davis Avenue intersections of Edgar D. Nixon Avenue.

Along the way Jeannice Gracetz has co-authored many books with her husband, although her name doces
not appear on the cover. Such strategy is consistent with their view of teamwork. Because of her interest
in literacy; the E. D. Nixon Elementary School in Montgomery surprised her by naming a literacy
program in her honoron Mav 13,2013.

Richard Balley Montgomery, Alabama




“Rosa Parks’ letter about KKK Bought By Family Bombed”

The handwritten letter by civil rights icon Rosa Parks about how the Ku Klux Klan
bombed a neighbor’s home in 1957-Montgomery will shortly move back to the “City of
Dreams.”

The letter will soon be transferred from the rarefied vault of an international auction
house on Manhattan’s upper East Side to a climate-controlled enclosure in Alabama
State University’s archives, all thanks to a beloved Montgomery family who lived in the
very residence mentioned in the newly won Parks’ letter.

The family who purchased the 1957 letter last week from New York City’s Guernsey’s
Auction for $9,375 is led by the Rev. Robert (Bob) and Jeannie Graetz, who are the
very same couple whose family home on the corner of Mill Street and Cleveland
Avenue in Montgomery was bombed by the KKK in the early morning hours of Jan. 10,
1957.

Parks’ letter is her firsthand account of the bombing that she vividly described in the
letter purchased by the Graetz family.

Both of the Graetzes are known as acclaimed pioneers in Alabama’s civil rights
movement, and since retiring from the Lutheran clergy, both serve as advisers and
consultants with ASU’s National Center for the Study of Civil Rights and African-
American Culture.

“The house that Rosa Parks describes as bombed in the letter that we bought at auction
was our own home, which was the parsonage of the Trinity Lutheran Church where
my husband served as its minister and I served as its first lady,” said Jeannie Graetz.

The Parks’ letter won by the couple is an account of the second bombing of their
home by the KKK. It was first bombed by the hate group on August 25, 1956. No one
was seriously hurt then or in the subsequent 1957 bombing, which is the subject of
Parks’ auction letter.

The Graetzes believe that they were on the Klan’s “hit-list” because they were among
the only local white clergy who openly supported the Montgomery Bus Boycott that
began after Parks refused to give up her seat on a segregated Montgomery City Bus to
a white passenger on December 1, 1955, which led to her arrest.




Rev. Bob and Jeannie Graetz and
their four children were in their home when
it was bombed in 1957. (File Photos)

Parks’ arrest and what occurred because of it is called by historians as the seminal birth
of the modern civil rights movement in America.

“We raised the ire of the local Klan as soon as we moved to Montgomery because we
are a white couple, and my husband was the minister of an all-black Lutheran
congregation. We also chose to live among our flock, and then we publicly supported
the desegregation of Montgomery’s buses beginning in 1955. Because of those
reasons, we were marked targets,” she said.

Family Purchases Letter

Rev. Bob Graetz said that a friend told the couple about the handwritten Parks’ letter a
few weeks ago, and that is when his family had the “eureka” moment to purchase it,
bring it back home to Montgomery and give it to Alabama State University’s archives.
“We thought that the account of the KKK bombing of our house by Rosa Parks should
come back home to Montgomery, and where better to house it than our beloved
Alabama State University,” said Bob Graetz.

“My wife and all seven of our children chipped in to help us purchase this piece of
history and it has been a joy and a blessing to all of us to soon bring this back home,”
said the 90-year-old civil rights foot soldier.

Bombing Memories

Rev. Graetz with Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. in
Montgomery, circa 1955.(File Photos)
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Jeannie Graetz said that when the KKK’s dynamite bomb went off, the entire family
was home, which included her husband, her husband’s mother and their four young
children — the youngest child inside the bombed home was their nine-day-old infant.

“When the bomb detonated at 2 a.m., it blew our roof completely off of the home, as
well as all of the doors; it shattered every one of the windows and did considerable
other damage to the rest of our house,” Jeannie Graetz said. “Our neighbors included
Mr. and Mrs. Parks who lived across the street, and they were our close friends. After
the bombing, they helped us clean and pick up. It was a miracle that no one was killed
or severely injured.”

Jeannie Graetz remembered that many other locations were also bombed in Montgom-
ery on that same evening.

“The same night that our home was bombed, four black churches were also bombed
by the KKK in Montgomery, as well as the home of Rev. Ralph and Juanita Abernathy.
Several men were arrested by law enforcement for these bombings and placed on trial,
but the all-white local juries of that era found them all innocent,” she said with a sigh.

Belongs At ASU

Both Bob and Jeannie Graetz said that they both felt from the beginning that the Parks’
letter belonged at Alabama State University because of its long and historic association
with Parks, who attended school on campus, as did so many other civil rights move-
ment leaders, including the Rev. Ralph David Abernathy, attorney Fred Gray, Jo Ann
Robinson, Selma’s F.D. Reese, Thelma Glass, Birmingham’s Fred Shuttlesworth and so
many more.

“Bob and I just love ASU, it is a part of us and its employees and students are just like
our family,” Jeannie Graetz said.

“A Wonderful Story”

The president of New York’s Guernsey’s Auctions Arlan Ettinger said that the account
of the Graetz family purchasing the Parks’ letter is a wonderful story.

“As the president of an internally acclaimed auction house, we've presided over many
unique and meaningful auctions from the Titanic relics to Princess Diana’s jewelry ...
but this story is an extremely wonderful story,” Ettinger said.

“When I heard about the Graetz family’s full-circle story concerning the Rosa Parks’
letter, I thought how wonderful and fabulous it was for this most meaningful thing to
occur at our auction house. What’s not to love about this occurrence?” Ettinger said.




‘All Of God’s Children’

The dean at ASU who oversees the University’s archives is Dr. Janice Franklin. She said
that the University is gratified that the Graetz family pooled their resources and pur-
chased this rare civil rights artifact for ASU.

She said that the Parks’ letter belongs in Montgomery and specifically at Alabama State
University because of the University’s close association with the civil rights movement.
“We who work at Alabama State University’s archives are overjoyed because this will
allow us to preserve and share this important document with the public and scholars
alike,” Franklin said.

She said that it is a rare find that speaks to the struggles and to the suffering
that the Graetz family endured, as did so many others who stood up against hatred,
segregation and the evils of Jim Crow and KKK injustice.

“Thank God for Rev. and Mrs. Graetz and this letter written by Mrs. Parks, which at-
tests to all that the Graetz family went through so that freedom and equality could be
enjoyed by all of God’s children, despite the color of their skin,” Franklin added.

Source: Kenneth Mullinax, “Rosa Parks’ letter about KKK Bought By Family
Bombed,” Birmingham 77mes, August 9, 2018.



https://www.birminghamtimes.com/2018/08/rosa-parks-letter-about-kkk-bought-by-family-bombed/
https://www.birminghamtimes.com/2018/08/rosa-parks-letter-about-kkk-bought-by-family-bombed/

1863

The Honorable J C Love III, Judge
Probate Court of Montgomery County, Alabama
Montgomery, Alabama
Keynote Speaker

Friday, January 1, 2021
10:00 AM

Theme:
“Tell Them We Are Rising

Bryant Missionary Baptist Church
3645 Norman Bridge Road
Montgomery, AL 36111

Rev. Ronald Moncrief, Host Pastor
Dr. Richard Bailey Sr., President, Presiding

2021

Emancipation Association of Montgomery
Presents Its 155th Annual
Emancipation Proclamation Celebration

(1866-2021)

Our Cause is Just; Unity as a Must, the Struggle Continues”

21




CEmancipation Association Hemorial Ball of Fame

Hlembers

Cora L. McHaney Elizabeth M. Dr. Gwendolyn

Lawrence A. Myers John Louis
Thomas

Ifriends

-’
-
Rev. Robert Jeanie Graetz Rev. Frank R. Mr. David Calloway Correta Scott
Graetz Civil Rights Johnson Ross, Jr. King
Fervid supporter. Advocate Avid supporter, Ardent supporter,
Program Teacher, Counselor, President

Pastor, Hall Street
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In Hlemoriam
Rev. Robert Graetz

Celebration of
Montgomery Bus Boycott
Civil Rights Legends
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1863 2013

Emancipation Association of Montgomery
Presents Its Sesquicentennial

EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION CELEBRATION

Rev. Thomas Earl Jordan, Pastor
Lilly Baptist Church
Guest Speaker

Tuesday, 1 January 2013
10:00 A M.

Theme:
“Moving Forward in Unity with a Vision and a Purpose
Our Cause is Just; Unity is a Must, the Struggle Continues”

Hutchinson Missionary Baptist Church
800 Grove Street
Montgomery, AL

Dr. G. W. C. Richardson. Pastor
Dr. Richard Bailev. President Presidino
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PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS

Rev. Andrew E. Dawkins is a retired AME minister and chaplain. His background has focused on
radio broadcasting and contractual government service. He has also been a departmental supervisor

He continues to volunteer and to remain active in the community

Rev. J. J. Fountain was born in Lowndes County 1o the late Mr. and Mrs. Willie Robert Fountain in
1940. He accepted his call into the ministry in 1961 and pastored Disciples of Christ for the next 25
years. He came to the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Faith in 1986 and was ordained and received II

under the Right Reverend Cecil Bishop. He has pastored such churches as Bezzell Springs, Oak Street,

Troy Chapel, and Weeping Mary AME Zion Churches. He is married to Mary Anna Flowers Fountain,

and they are the parents of nine children

Mary E. Gaines has excelled in several areas. A graduate of the University of Alabama - Tuscaloosa
the Loop College, and Midwestern Broadcasting School of Chicago, she has worked for the Department |
f Justice. the United States Forest Service as a public affairs staff officer. She has also been a produc
er and anchor for Alabama Public Television and a reporter for WBRC TV in Birmingham and WCBI-
TV in Mississippi. Her work in radio has included WBMX in Chicago, WTUG in Tuscaloosa, and WXVI

in Montgomery

Lutheranism has served as the comerstone for the faith of Rev. Robert S. Graetz. His faith sustains
him well while he was a minister at the Trinity Luthern Church during the Montgomery Bus Boycott

and while as he and his family survived the taunts and physical violence. This Ohio native and author |

Cannon Hyche is a junior at Booker T. Washington (BTW) Magnet High School. He is a lead guitarist
in the Show Band Magnet and serves as president of the Board Game Club. Besides pursuing academic
goals and serving as a student leader, Cannon participates in BTW’s Theatre and Musical Theatre pro
ductions. He has been featured in The Crucible (John Proctor) and Children of Eden (Ham). Cannon
is also committed to service and to making a difference in the lives of others as a youth missionary
He visited Nicaragua as a mission worker during his sophmore year in high school, and he has uti-

lized lessons learned and observations made to support humanitarian efforts in his school and com-

munity. Cannon has also served as a member of BTW's National History Honor Society

Kenyona G.T. Blocker, the daughter of the late Elder Ken Blocker and Ingrid R. Blocker, is a junior
at Robert E. Lee High School, where she is an outstanding student. Kenyona is currently a two-year
member of the school's prestigious Air Force Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps program and a "first
chair” trumpet plaver for the "Marching Generals", Lee's signature marching band. Her other interest

include volleyball, track and field, and basketball







Pastor Graetz
Is Threatened; And Quickly
Receives Clyde Sellers’
Protection; As Phone

Gushes Praise, Abuse
By Tom Johnson

HE REV. ROBERT 8. GRAETZ made

the following sleepy notes after a
telepfione call at 2:15 am., Tuesday.

“White man wno seemed to be drunk

demanded that T come and give him
taxi service like what has been furnished
to the dark complected people. Sug-
gested we set up a car pool for white
peopl s0 [they]l can save the . 15¢ fare.
Refused to give name.

After The Advertiser, contalning the
story of his ministry at a Negro Lutheran
church on Cleveland Avenue appeared
In genera! cireulation a few hours later,
Il Graetz was beseiged by the after-clap
| of a surprised, and In many cases angry,
indignant, white citizeary.

And he, In turn, was surprised by the
numoer who cailed to express their
support of his work. A few dropped by
to speak to him in person

As of late {u&tvrd:\y. Pastor Graetz had
logged 30 telephcne calls as a direct re-
sult of his boycott activities becoming
known

Twelve whites and nine Negroes made
friendly calls. ¥®‘ght calls were of the
unfriendly sort, four of them downright
hostiie.

At 3:35 pm. Tuesday, a caller threat-
ened that “something might happen™
unless Graetz got “out of town by night-
fail” Two hours later, three other calls
came from the same person in quick suc-
cession

Clyde Sellers Comes Through

B\' THAT TIME, Graetz had Informed

police and a couple of detectives |
were on hand. When the phone rang |
the last time, Graetz quickly passed it |
to one of the officers. who grinned and
sald: “T heard him all right”

Some time latar, Graetz recelved one
of the “nicest calls” since his troubles
began. The caller was Police Commis-
slon Clyde Sellers, who had learned of
the threats shortly after the young pas-
tor called the pclice.

Almost immediately, Graetz says, Sel-
lers told him: “You know I don't agree
with what you believe but I do belleve
that every man has the right to his own
bellefs ™

Then Sellers, a While Citizens Council
member, assured Graetz, the former
NAACP organizer, that nothing would
happe nto him, that police cars would
watch the pastorate all night to discour-
age any vicience

Graetx Joing Investigation

THE TWO had a lengthy discussion of
the boycott lssuss, with Sellers ex-
pressing the opinion the “boycott has
falled.” He also informed Graetz of in-
cidents that led him to belleve the nearly
unanimous abstention of Negroes from
ricing buses was not eatirely voluntary.
Graetz, “thoroughly surprised,” said
he had heard of no instantes where pro-
testing Negroes were pressured, but he
promised “to investigate'
Graetz was impressed that the police
commissioner should make a friendly

call,
Negro Son-In-Law

NOT SO FRIENDLY was the letter

from a Unlon Springs “white man,”
with the white underscored three times,
Its cryptic contents: “May you have for
a son-in-law the blackest Negro that
ever originated from the wilds of
Africa.” _

A telephone call Tuesday evening:
“Pastor, If I was you I wouldn't call my-
self a pastor. You're a no-good Son-of-
a-biteh.”

An “old white lady” who said she was
& member of an ‘old family and knew
all city officials” offered her Olds-
maoblle for use in the car pool.

A man from Macon County said there
are “thousands of white people who are
determined to right the wrongs that
have been done.” He added that race
reiations are “splendid” in Shorter, Ala.

The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL)
Jan. 12, 1956
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The Graetz Story

-
Mutually Exclusive Roles
Editor, The Advertiser:

After reading Tom Johnson's column
in The Advertiser, in which the ambi-
tious young minister of Lutheran faith is
described as taking such an active part
in the 90-year-o!d Civil War question of
segregation of the races:

It is apparent that this young and well
meaning minister is conscientious and

"feels he is doing the right thing. We

need lots of young men like that and I
have no objections to their feeling free
to use their time as best they see fit.

For one so young to move into a
strange section or into a new state and to
immediately project himself into a heat-
ed controversy as age-cld as the separa-
tion of races at the same time hiding
behind the skirts of the ministry in order
to defy the very law that grants him
immunity, shows a disregard for both
Christian principle and for established
law which has as its purpose to guard
tke pesace that comes from nowhere ex-
cept through Christ the Prince of Peace.

Can one imagine the Master using such
tactics to serve the Lord?

Pastor Graetz is either a Christian or
a rabble-rouser. He cannot be both

Montgomery JOHN KELTON.
The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL)
Jan. 14, 1956

Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved

Another John Brown
Editor, The Advcrtiser: 2

I read the article written by Tom
Johnson of The Advertiser staff describ-
ing the activities of Rev. Robert S.
Graetz. While he was sent here to be
the pastor of a Negro church on Cleve-
land Ave. it appears that he spends
more time stirring up dissatisfaction
among the Negroes than he spends in
the pulpit.

I noticed that Graetz hails from
Charleston, W. Va. After reading this
articie I just casually picked up a book
from my encyclopedia, flipped it open
and by some strange coincidence I read
that in 1859, just 96 years ago, in
Charleston, Va., another fanatic by the
name®of John Brown was hanged.

JAMES H. GREENE.

Montgomery

The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL)
Jan. 15, 1956
Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved




Graetz Denies Bomb Hoax

The white minister of a Negro church whose home
wan damaged by a dynamite blast early yesterday charged
Mayor W. A. Gayle with "foolishness™ in calling the
bombing & “publicity stunt"

The Rev, Robert Graetz, 27, arrived in the city during
the afternoon to find windows and

8 door shatiered at his home

1119 Cleveland Ave. by the pre ()I
dawn blast. Windows in twe noar
by bomes & re  shattersd.
but nobedy was hur
Magor W. A Gayle laid the
latest bombing o »
stusl.” and promi
investigation to “get
fom of this thing by arrest

ted Coed

Not Certain
On Schooling

- . A1 TEAGUE. Tex., Aug. 3 @ —
Seaviching G DIF‘V‘ h.’ paree Autherine Lucy Foster, first Ne
R in ot 2k peeeldie gro 0 attend the University of
GRAETZ DENIES Alabama. hasn't made up her mind
yle sald it “appears strange where she will end school this
none of the ecou ave coming term
been At home when other bamb- | She was expelled from the uni
ngs occured.” There have been versity last winter after she
Lie? two previeus bambings since the eharged university officials con
: & boycott hegan last Winter wpired n campus rioling that
&, Det. Capt. E P Brown. lead  forced ber from the »ll - white
— ing an investigation inte the lncl “:"‘“‘ . "t
g ¥ “AS 'S dent, said the blast on the Graetz v hushond, the Mev
MINISTER MEASURES HOLE lawn sppatently came from “twe pastor of the First Rap
The Rev. Robert Geaetz. with sea Robert 111 and daughler or (hreg sticks of dysamite It Church, South, here, sald te
Margaret, measire & 15-inch hale left by 4 dynamite bomb tnrown Set off about 30 feet from the 0¥ Mis wife hadn’t made any de
% the lawn early yesierday ot ‘sheut 3 cistons
- od & pi

He added that she had r
others throughout the bouse, and|® number of invitations tn en
forced apen the front door, rip- ircluding one fram Desmark. He

OFF RED CHINA COA -
ping aut the lock and door acing | $aid anether was fram a group of

Probe Shows Navy Plane HIit [, 3 v o shwters e ens e Caversty o ox

Cleveland Ave. and at  another

It was anmounced In Mirming
o th treet ham, Ala yestarday that her ot
o U 0. S tarney would reveal in a federal

By Gunfire Before Sea Crash i s oo v 57 S V0 v

whether she would continue her
tern. I's & sirange coincidence | fight for admittance 1o the Ui

TOKYO, Aug 23 @ — Bullet| akmost 300 miles north of the posl  that when interest app 182 | versity of Alahama
fragments In & crew member's ten the place should have been ging In the bus bayeslt, sgme. The Fosters eeturned here last

body confirmad tonight (hat &) in_when the attack came® hing like this happens night fram »a wseries of revival
U S Navy patrol bomber was hit|  Phe finding that the plane had| “We are inclined 1a wonder If meetings the pastor has been con
by gunfire Safore it 1Ree PRORE. Py A (See GRAKETZ, Page 2A) ducting n east Texan

ged
the Chuna Sea oft od na o —

Graetz
(Cantimued vv;ﬁ_

sotributions e
bew

damaze amd another blast was
set off at Nimon's home twe nights

later
There was 50 damage af the
Nizoo home

Last January Graetz’ car wos
damaged when somecne pul sugsr
iz the gasoline tank and slashed
two of the tires

The minister sald bhe surmised
that the latest wiolenc

King last might veiced “re-
a Gayle's remark, and
nmayer shoula use a!f the
his office to find and
t Derpetrators

n as wver and

et resin
upon mecal and wpir

“We condemn such
urge the mayer to use avery ef-
fort possible to  apprebend  sod
punish the guilty parties. Since the
mayor implies that Negrees per
petrated this deplorable met, it is
beth merally compelling and prac
tically expedient for him te use
his office to bring

The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL)
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s to justice
1! det

left & hole 21
~ch

sticks of dynamite, and probably
three The blast was heard over
estimated at fiv

4 thres chil- |

WHERE DYNAMITE BOMB LEFT DAMAGE

the Rev. Robert Graetz, 1110 Cleveland Ave , following a bombing Graetz, where windows also were broken by the blast
early yesterday, inspects dama to windows and door. Al exploded on the lawn, in foreground

MAYOR SEES ‘PUBLICITY STUNT’

A part of the crowd of curious which swarmed the home of extreme Jeft Is the home of B. T. Knox, Negro neighbor of

dren were mist ending m eone week
compblzed vacation asd werkahep |
st Higrlander ¥olk School i Ten-
nesses. Mo said he heard of the
hlgst s & pewsman  before

MHis wife and three small chil

“T'm certminly giad we weren't
o hame ™ bhe sad We had. . a
nice night's sleep where we were,
and I don't think we'd have slept

oo wall here *
BOYCOTT SUPPORTER
The young minister

sccepting his pastorate
Bere he was intern minister at &

Negre church Ia|
Angeles

Only this week Grastz had in-|
wited Montgomery's while minis
of the

The bomb

The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL)
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THREATENS POOLS OPERATION

Graetz Says

I? A “cat and mouse” game be-|
tween Montgomery insurance men |
| and drivers in tha Negro bus boy-
cott pool—a game which threatens |
the pool’s operation—was reported
' yesterday by a white minister
| closely associated with the boycott.

The Rev. Robert Graetz, white
| pastor of the Negro Trinity-Luth- |
|eran Church, said the ‘‘game”
{has been going since January,
’ with insurance men repeatedly can-
celling policies on vehicles used
in the pool, and owners constantly
seeking reinsurance from new
sources.

| The Rev. Martin Luther King,
| president of the pool sponsoring
| Montgomery Improvement Assn.,
declined comment. However, he
indicated that he knew of the situa-
tion.

Rev. Graetz, at whose home a
bomb was set off a month ago,
while he and his family were|
away, said his own automobile
insurance policy once was can-
celled and that he had difficulty |
finding a firm which would issue |
him another policy. |

Under the state’s driver respon-
sibility law, auto drivers must be
insured for $11,000 to cover any
injuries or damages growing from
accidents, or be able to prove an
equivalent cash responsibility.

The law becomes applicable in
case of any accident. Lack of fi-
nancial responsibility in case” of
accident brings automatic cancel-
lation of the driver's operating li-
cense, and leaves him open for
such action as a jury might take
Lin civil action.

“It's been a cat-and-mouse game

declared. However, he asserted,

ation of the pool to an extent

which threatens its

cars in' reserve,” he said, “and

sion by loss of insurance, putting
another

into service
sured.”

Denied Auto Insurance

Boycotters

whether the action by insurance
men was organized. But, he de-
clared, “I'd say that of the cars
(See BOYCOTTERS, Page ZA)

Question Mark
Shrouds Draft
Of Fred Gray

The question. of whether Negro
Atty. Fred D. Gray, legal spokes-
man for Negroes boycotting Mont-
gomery's city buses, would re-
port for induction into military
service today was up in the air
last night.

The local draft board said he
would: national Selective Service
Director Gen. Lewis B. Hershey
said he would not; and Gray last
night refused to say either way.

Although Montgomery's draft
board had ordered Gray to report
for military duty Sept. 17, Hershey
postponed Gray's induction indefi-
nitely.

Meanwhile, F. A. Miller, head of
Montgomery’s Local Draft Board
51, said board members would
meet sometime this afternoon to
discuss Hershey's action. It was
rumored that members of the lo-
cal draft board might resign their
posts in a mass protest to Hersh-
ey's decision.

Miller said a press conierence
would be held following the board's
meeting.

Gray had been exempt from|

virtually from the start,” Graetz|the draft with a classification as

a practicing minister. The iocal

the “game” has not cut into oper- |board changed his draft status to

1-A after deciding that Gray did

immediate | not now qualify. However, it lateri

developed that he has accepted a

closing.
“It's been a matter of keeping  full-time pastorate.

The local board has been re-|

when one is put out of commis- | quested on two occasions to re-|

view the case by the national

which is in- | board, but both times members |

reached the decision that Gray's

The white minister did not say ' classification should remain 1-A. |
|

Boycotters

(Continued from Page 1)

on which policies are sought, per-
haps five out of every 10 are ac-
cepted.”

It is in this manner, Graeu
said, that the pool has kept oper-
ating. He added that only prop-
erly insured automobiles are being

i

“this is absolutely the first : l
heard of it. It’s absolutely ridlcu-;

“I never heard of any plot andl
I never heard any |
mention it. But the car pool is a
taxi-type operation and taxis al-
ways have trouble getting insur-
ance.”

Upchurch said he did not know

Copyright © 2021 Newspspe

The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL)
Sept. 17, 1956

rs.com All Rights Reserved

The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL)
Sept. 17, 1956
Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved

29



White Minister
Of Negro Church
Receives Threats

A young white minister of an

All-Negro church hére reported

that he received another in a se-
ries of threatening telephone calls
Tuesday night.

But the Rev. Robert Graetz de-
scribed it as “nothing unusual”
and added that ne'd ‘‘rather not
talk about it.”

Graetz, pastor of the Trinity Lu-
theran Church and at one time
a voluateer driver in the boycott

The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL)
Nov. 1, 1956
Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved
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The Rev. Robert G
home after it was b

raetz, pastor o T.inity Lutheran Church
wn free from its & n an explosion

night

Photo by Tom Collins),

PASTOR SURVEYS BOMB DAMAGE

This i the second time that
bomb blasts have ripped the pastor’'s home. No 0 was injured in either incident.—(Journal Staff

Alabama Journal (Montgomery, AL)
Jan. 10, 1957
Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved

s the front door of his

Alabama Journal (Montgomery, AL)
Jan. 11, 1957
Copyright © 2021 Newspspers.com All Rights Reserved

Police Muster Reserves

In Wake Of Dynamiting

e Tear Gas, Arms Issued

avallable police reservist has been u:flh: ta
Yollowing our
Negro . aod two homes yesterdsy, Chict
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Six White Men Charged
In Bombing Wave Here

The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL)
Feb. 1, 1957
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. Bombings
(Continaed From Page 1)

beid ia Cuy Jail in connection
. * Sombings

A of the men harged last
were alresdy I City Jaul
o8 “ suspect™ claz

R Rae sesn intimsied that pers
hags a8 many 8% 3 persons will
be invelved i the bombding end
bos sdacting lavestigation

Re’ s thet Mes.gomery city
detectives have made trips te Bir
mingham s compectien with the
bombings  ralses the poesivdlity
et arrests may be mace of per
sors s that aren
FIRST INDICATION

T jon that police

The first lod
and o'her authorities \ere never to
cracking the bombing cases came
Saaday, whes Alexander sed Dus-
lap were arrested ln Selma, where
they work for Alexsnder’s (ather
s besting sod plambing sub-coo-
iractor

The frat poblic disclosure was
made Wednasday whes Alex
ander’s confestion 10 the bus shool
28 was revealed

Police Commissioner Clyde Se
lers has expressed high praise for
his own men
Patrol and “all ¢ rating
agencies.” In pressing the invest)
gation

Since Momtgomery's buses were
racially integrated Dec. I1 there
Bave Bees seven bomd explesions
ts and city buses
mes

it ™
voman
n one

e bomb, ene that dam
aged the Rev. M. L King's bome.
B was set off exactly one year belore
he case was beoken
| During that time, 19 major scts

of vislesce occurred in
[ cluded nine Domb attls and

19 shootings. The first twe sus
pects were picked up by police

ast Sunday, a short Ume after

a combination Negre service st
tiontaxi stand sed 2 Dome next

t were Dombed af 430 am.

An usexploded demb of 13 &y
samite aticks s foand shertly
aller that sa e porch of Kiag's
bome. 1t was (hea that City De
tective J D Shows, who was off
duty, spotted some “suspicions
looking™ men ot the scene and
took down (he lag mumber of
helr car

His acticn lod to the recent
acrests and was cited by Pelice
Commissioner Clyde Sellers as the
case-breaking tp

AL bis press conference, Sollers
also praised other members of
the focce and cosperating law e
ement agencies such s (he
ama Wighway Patrol
gators and county sher

In brief chronelogical order,
bere ar: the major evests lesd
ing s to e arrests

Dec. 7, 1983 —Pirst city bus
fired wpea.

Dec. S-Another bus hit by gus-
fire.

Jan. 30, 1984 King's bome dam.
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Photos by Lioyd Gallman Advertiser

Dedication service

Above, Robert and
Jeannie Graetz accept
the key to Montgomery
from Mayor Todd
Strange during the
Graetz Neighborhood
Association’s dedication
ceremony of the Graetz
Neighborhood on Satur-
day. More photos of
event at montgomeryad-
vertiser.com

PHOTOS @

montgomeryadvertiser.com

The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL)
Mar. 4, 2011
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TONGUE CAN WREAK VIOLENCE AS WELL

34



The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL)
Dec. 7 2015




zx

| against

Parks

Continued from Page 1A

Graetz’s parsonage, lo-
cated next door to Trinity
was bombed twice. One
failed to detonate, the sec-
ond ' exploded and de-
stroyed most of the home,
It was the 16th church to
be attacked by the Klu
Klux Klan because Graetz
activity supported the
boycott and black’s rights.

His strong support for
the  African-American
community began in col-
lege.

“I was doing research
on the discrimination
against Jews and found
out, to my dismay, there
was a whole evil done
the African-

American people and they
were treated more harsh-
ly than any other group in
this world. And I in my
whiteness knew nothing
about it,” Graetz said.

He was stunned and
ashamed and made a vow
to serve African-Ameri-
can communities and
churches.

Graetz was offered a
pastoral position at Trini-
ty in 1955, under one con-
dition. “Don’t start trou-
ble,” Graetz said.

“And I have not broken
that promise. We didn't
start the trouble, we
joined the trouble”
Graetz said. “We're here
because we as a people
are committed to some-
thing greater than any of
us. We're not doing this
for ourselves, we're doing
this for the children.”

Rosa Parks, who, also
held meetings of her
NAACP Youth Council at
Trinity, was there to help

Graetz family clean the
debris from the bomb.

She was met with Gray
for daily lunch at his law
office to talk about the is-
sue of race, segregation
and women like Claudette
Colvin and Mary Louise
Smith, whose stands
against bus drivers at that
time went largely unno-
ticed.

They knew it would
happen again and Parks
asked Gray what she
should do, Gray said,

“Unlike what most
media outlets at the time
said, it didn't just hap-
pen,” Gray said of the boy-
cott. “There were many
meetings and plans made
between Rosa Parks’ ar-
rest and the first meeting
at Dexter Church that
people don't even know
about.”

Gray rebutted the com-
monly known story, that
painted Parks as a hard-
working seamstress who

The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, AL)
Dec. 7 2015

simply was too tired to
move from her seat. Al-
though that was true,
there was much more or-
chestration that went on
behind the scenes, he said.

“But I don’t think Rosa
Parks would think that
she was an icon .., She did
what she could and I know
she would feel the same
way,” Gray said. “She did
what she could.”

Gray represented
Parks in the famous case,
City of Montgomery v. Ro-
sa Parks and later Dr.
Martin Luther King after
he was arrested.

“She knew what need-
ed to be done to end segre-
gation on buses and to
help young people,” Gray
said. “She gave her life
and dedication to help
people.”




Photos by Debbie Richards

| have twice become nearly overcome with guilt about my youthful attitude to race relations. The first
time, Congressman John Lewis had come to town for the dedication of an historic marker at the Grey-
hound Bus Station downtown location on South Court Street. Lewis was among the Freedom Riders
who were beaten when a Greyhound bus carrying both African-Americans and whites rolled into
Montgomery in 1961.

And the second time occurred a few years ago when the late Tommie Miller re-introduced me to The
Rev. Robert Graetz and his wife Jeannie. It was then | learned of their astonishing involvement in the
Montgomery Bus Boycott and the Montgomery Improvement Association.

Pastor Graetz is a white Lutheran pastor. | am a Lutheran who somewhat prided herself on her lack of
racial prejudice. How, | wondered, could | not have known the Graetz family and supported them in
their efforts? How could | have been so totally oblivious to those who were struggling so?

Of course, | had not thought about the calendar. The Montgomery Bus Boycott began December 1,
1955. | did not move to Montgomery until mid-1964. | have subsequently learned that the Graetz
family left Montgomery for a new pastorate in 1957, and the church they pastored changed its synod-
ical affiliation and — | assume — its involvement in the Civil Rights Movement.

How, | tortured myself, could | have been so blissfully unaware and unengaged in the upheaval that
was ongoing in Montgomery at that time? The answer was pretty simple: | grew up in a time and
place where “ignorance was bliss” ... or perhaps worse!

An award-winning 1966 CBS Television documentary, “Sixteen in Webster Groves,” depicted a St. Lou-
is suburb where parents shielded their children from all ugliness, in the hope that life would be better
for their offspring than they had experienced themselves during the Great Depression. That, at least,
was my take on what occurred. A 1996 report in a St. Louis publication saw it differently: “...what they
chose to show after three months nestled amid the shaggy trees and century-old homes — was a Bab-
bitt-like conformity, rigid and overbearing parents, an insular and soulless class and a callous indiffer-
ence to the minuscule number of “negroes” in the community.”
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http://www.midtownmontgomeryliving.com/?p=1810
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greyhound_Bus_Station_(Montgomery,_Alabama)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greyhound_Bus_Station_(Montgomery,_Alabama)
http://www.aptv.org/FTr/detail.asp?FTRID=1552
http://www.aptv.org/FTr/detail.asp?FTRID=1552
http://www.riverfronttimes.com/2006-03-01/news/56-in-webster-groves/
https://i0.wp.com/www.midtownmontgomeryliving.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Graetz-Neighborhood-Ceremony-006-REv-Mrs-sign.jpg

“The Graetz Neighborhood Dedication”

| didn’t grow up in Webster Groves. And my childhood home was right next door in the suburb of Kirk-
wood, Mo. Our public schools integrated peacefully in the fall of 1955, right on the heels of Brown vs.
Board of Education. While they may well have occurred, | don’t ever recall reading or hearing about a civil
rights demonstration in our area.

As a college freshman at Washington University, also in St. Louis, | had a friend from New York whose older
sister was a Freedom Rider. But my friend spoke little of that. Her concerns were more mundane: making
decent grades and gaining social acceptance.

She and I, were we guilty of anything, were shamefully self-absorbed and terribly like the adolescents of
every generation since WWII. Not an excuse, for sure. But an explanation.

My coming to grips with the reality of both prejudice in my childhood community AND my developing a
real heart for equal justice has occurred only slowly over the intervening years since early adulthood. | like
to think that now — given the chance — | will stand with any oppressed group. Stand tall and loud.
(Friends in the GLBT community, hold me accountable on that!)

So it was with immense joy that | attended last Saturday’s dedication of the Graetz Neighborhood entry-
way sign at the intersection of E.D. Nixon Avenue and West Fairview, just two blocks west of Midtown.
Guest speaker and historian Dr. Richard Bailey rightly observed that we in attendance were witnessing an-
other milestone in Montgomery race relations, that of a nearly 100% African-American neighborhood’s
decision to name their community after their beloved white friends, Robert and Jeannie Graetz. Amazing
— utterly amazing!

Hat’s off, Graetz Neighborhood, for honoring Dr. King’s vision for a time when people are judged “not by
the color of their skin but on the content of their character.” And hat’s off, Montgomery. We’ve come a
long, long way. And, yes, we still have a long, long way to go!

Source: Sandra Nickel, Montgomery Advertiser, March 3. 2011.

Sandra Nickel has been listing and selling residential real estate for over 29 years, most with an intense fo-
cus on Montgomery’s Midtown neighborhoods. Sandra serves on the Mid-Alabama Coalition for the Home-
less, the Cloverdale Business Coalition, Historic Southview, the Volunteer and Information Center, Land-
marks Foundation and her own neighborhood Garden District Preservation Association.



http://www.midtownmontgomeryliving.com/?p=1810
http://montgomerygardendistrict.ning.com/
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ROBERT GRAETZ 1928 - 2020

Rev. Robert Graetz talks about Black History Month at his home in Montgomery in 2017, MiCxEY WELSH/ADVERTSER

Civil rlghts glant dies

Former Montgomery
minister helped organize
Montgomery Bus Boycott

Brian Lyman vonegomer, Adverise:
USA TODAY NE TWORK

—

The Rev. Robert Graetz, whose sup
port of the 1955-56 Montgomery Bus
Boycott made him a target of segrega-
tionists and sparked a career dedicated
to social justice, died Sunday, his
daughter Meta Ellis said. He was 92.

Graetz had been in hospice care.

Graetz, who ministered to the major
ity-Black Trinity Lutheran Evangelical
Church, helped organize the early
stages of the boycott and helped drive
people to and from work.

Graetz was the only white clergyman
to support the boycott, and like mhﬂ

inthe b the

lnd his family persisted in the face of
harassment, terrorism, and death
threats that extended to their preschool
children. Vandals poured sugar in their
gas tank; slashed their tires and sprayed
acid over their cars. White students on
segregated school buses shouted “n-—-1  The Rev. Robert Graetz is photographed with the
lover” at Graetz and his wife, Jeannie, as  Rev. Martin Luther King in Montgomery in the 1950s.
they walked the street. Graetz served as a Lutheran minister and led

The family home was bombed twice, y's all black Trinity Lutheran Church. He
and while arrests were made, no one was an early and outspoken advocate of racial
was ever convicted. Graetz often be-  equality. He and King became good friends.
came emotional remembering the conremuTen
bombings in later years.

“People often said we had courage,”
he said in 2001 “There were times when
1 was scared to death.”

K.Gllm:x:lﬁ\:!d 'ﬁbu‘ﬂyflmm 20" “He stood for what was right, not for
y Mon! 1 Ste

,,,: ::’,d who m‘f::"hyh :,y‘: civii What was popular, even if that meant

rights giant. 1 2 8

"He u100d for what was right, not for the safety of him and his family was
what was popular, even if that meant at risk. It is because of people like him
x?{?:mﬁ"ﬁdmm:&mhw?;ﬂ that Montgomery and the entire state
because of people like him that Montgo-  of Alabama have progressed from the
mery and the entire state of Alabama . »
have progressed from the vestigesof the  Vestiges of the past.
past.” Gov. Kay Ivey,

n 3 statement

See GRAETZ, Page 2A
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Graetz

Continued from Page 1A

Reed posted a plcture of himself with
Robert and Jeannie Graetz, and sald the
late minister “practiced what he
preached.”

“Rev. Robert Graetz and his wife
Jeannie stood against hate and put thelr
lives in danger because the cause, of
their all black congregation and the
community itwelf, was just,” he wrote.

Son of West Virginia

Robert Gmetz was born on May 16,
1928, In Chatleston, West Virginia, His
father worked as an engineer for the
Libbey-Owens-Ford Co., a glass manu-
facturer. In the mid-1940s, Graetz en-
tered Capital University in Bexley, Ohlo,
where he helped organize a “campus
moe relations club” Walter White, the
longtime leader of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP), once spoke to the club
IM said r;v relations were lmpmvim

the g
whites In civil rthli battles.

“Naturally 1 just beamed,” Graetz told
the Advertiser in 1956, “because that de-
piction really fit me.”

The Lutheran Church faced a short-
age of Black clergy In the 19508, and
Graetz was asked 10 minister at major-
ity-Black churches. He started as a stu-

Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy, center, speaks with attorney Fred D. Gray, left, and the
Rev. Robert S. Graetz, second from right, about the bus boycott settiement in

Montgomery on Feb. 21, 1956, Ar

and Virginia Durr provided legal and fi-
nancial support — the young couple
were the only white members of the
clergy to publicly support it. Graetz at-
tempted to enlist other white ministers

dent pastor at C ity 1
Church in Los Angeles in 1052 After
ecaming a divinity degree from what is
now Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Co-
lumbus, Ohlo, Graetz went to the 210-
member Trinity Lutheran Church in
Montgomery In June 1955,

“He was a wonderful pastor” Ella
Bell, a member of the church, told the
Advertiser In 1999, “He was kind-heart
ed. | remember that you didn't hear cry-
ing in the church. The children would
stand at the door with him."

The church also sponsored meetings
of the NAACP Youth Council, through
which Graetz met Rosa Parks.

“When we met Rosa, we just fell in
love with het,” Graetz sald in 2015, "She
was such a great lady, and so brave. She
could really lead those kids and they re-
sponded to her”

The Montgomery Bus Boycott
Graetz had spent barely six h

10 support the boycott. He wrote letters
to fellow clergymen on stationery with a
quote from Acts 8:26 ("And the Angel of
the Lord spake unto Philllp saying:
‘Arise, go toward the South™), asking
them to consider this matter “prayerful-
ly and carefully, with Christian love. Our
Lord sald, Inasmuch as ye have done It
unto one of the least of these my breth

ten, ye have done It unto me.”
He was not successful. The associa
tion rep ing white mink in

Montgomery refused Graetz's invitation
10 & talk from the Rev. Martin Luther
King about the boycott.

Montgomery’s larger white commu
nity also shunned the Graetzes. As they
endured vandalism and verbal harass
ment, Robert and Jeannie received
notes suggesting that thelr young chil
dren could be shot while playing out
side. Family members suggested send
ing the children out of state; they re
fused.

Law enfi also d the

as the pastor of Trinity Lutheran Evan
gelical Church in 1955 when Black lead-
ers in the city organized the boycott, fol-
lowing Parks’ arrest on Dec. L. The Sun-
day after the arrest and first organiza-
tional meetings, Graetz encouraged his
congregation to unite behind the pro-
test.

“Let’s try to make this boycott ax ef-
fective as possible because it won't be
any boycott if half of us ride the buses
and half don't ride,” Graetz told the con-
gregation. “So if we're going to doiit, let's
make a good job of it”

With a full schedule that included
preaching at churches in Clanton and
Wetumpka, Graetz took an active role in
the boycott, From 6 a.m. 10 9 a.m. each
day, he drove a Cheviolet In support of
the boycott, shuttling as many as 50
people a day between home and work.

As a member of the Montgomery Im-

Assoclation, Graetz orga-
nized car pools and raised money to pay
for gas and automotive expenses.

While the Graetzes were not the only
whites involved in the boycott — Clifford

minister. On Dec. 19, 1955, whﬂopldtku
up five passengers, Graetz was stopped
by Montgomery County Sheriff Mac Sim
Butler and accused of picking up pas-
sengers in o taxi zone. The sheriff or
dered him to follow him 1o the county
jall, where Graetz was placed In a depu-
ty sheriff"s office.

A person who Graetz assumed was a
deputy sheriffl told him “We like things
the way they are here. We don't want
anybody trying to change them.”

“Arriving here, 1 realized 1 had no idea
what it would be like to be Black and live
life in dally repression,” Graetz sald in
1999, “I had no idea what it would be like
10 be told day after day and year after
year that you are a nobody, that you
have no value.”

The terror escalated in August 1956, a
few days after the white ministers re-
jected Graetz's Invitation to meet with
King. Graetz was on a trip with his fam-
ily and Rosa Parks at the Highlander
Folk School, a tralning ground for civil
rights activists in northeastern Tennes-
see, when he got a call from a reporter

desegregated. The attacks did not. On
Jan. 10, the Graetzes; thelr children, in-
duding their 9-day-old son and the Rev.
Graetz's mother were at home when a
bomb exploded on thelr front lawn.
Shortly afterward, & much larger bomb,
consisting of 11 sticks of dynamite, was
found, which could have killed the en
tire family had it gone off.

“The thought of tiny bables having
bombs thrown at them in the middle of
the night was [ust Incredibly difficult to
deal with” Graetz told The New York
Times in 2018, "My mother, my poor
mothet, she had come down 1o help take
care of the bables, and she was just dev-
astated that these terrible people would
just throw bombs at our bables.”

The Graetzes were one of several in-
dividuals targeted that evening. The
Rev. Ralph Abernathy was also bombed,
and several African-American churches
were also targeted, Arrests took place,
but no one was ever convicted

After the boycott

In 1958, the family moved to minister
at a Black church in Columbus, Ohjo.
Graetz worked in Ohlo, Kentucky, Cali-
fornia and Washington, D.C., where
Graetz worked as a Jobbyist for margin-
alized individuals for 13 years,

Robert and Jeannie Graetz returned
mMmIpxnuyh'woSlonhesmhm

lons of the tgo
mery lm Boycott, then moved to the
city permanently in 2007. They worked
for Alabama State University and held
regular symposiums on civil rights is-
sues. Graetz also wrote semi-regular
columns for the Advertiser.

“What shall be done about the pock-
ets of abject poverty scattered through-
out our nation, disproportionately Afrl
can-American?” he wrote in 2008, “Un-
til progress has been made In ensuring
more satisfying and productive lives 1o
those who ate the most vulnerable in
our soclety, we cannot fully resolve the
problems that divide our varlous

groups.
The couple remained politically ac-
tive and outspoken, even as the Rev.
Graetz entered hospice care. In 201,
they opposed Alabama’s House Bill 56,
which criminalized undocumented im-
migrants’ lives in the state. Graetz also
d d violence

member, speaks at a mass
mmummmmm

asking for a comment about his home
being bombed.

It was the first news Graetz had about
the attack, which tore the doot off and
shattered a window.

Far from providing support, city
leaders went on the oﬂendw Mm
WA. Gayle accused the Montgomery
Improvement Association of setting off
the bomb to boost interest in the boy-
cott.

“We are Inclined to wonder If out-of-
state contributions to the boycott have
been dropping off,” he said. “Perhaps
this is just a publicity stunt to bulld up
Interest of the Negroes In the cam-

paign.

Graetz called the mayor's comments
“Conlict * and King d all of
Gayle's premises.

“Since the mayor implies that Ne-
groes perpetuated this deplorable act, it
Is both morally compelling and practi
cally expedient for him 1o use the power
of his office to bring the gullty parties to
Justice,” King said.

The boycott ended in December after
Montgomery’s bus system was ordered

white nationali
at Charlottesville in 2017 and sharply
condemned President Donald Trump's
reaction to it

“Now that there's no longer a criteri
on, even if it's the worst of times, we're
setting a standard for all of us,” he toki
the Advertiser. "Now, (it's) no longer a
standard based on God. Now, instead
what we see is television channels that
are based on who can tell the most lies
the most effectively”

Graetz is survived by his wife, seven
children, 27 grandchildren, 13 great-
g and one great-great-
grandchild.

’Snmeltunnplvudlhnlhohn

Y was

|Mﬂwhuummlollilnd. Graetz told

the Advertiser in 1956, near the start of

the Bus Boycott. “1 figured that the same

was true of my work here. I know that |

shall be critictzed for my stand. | may

even suffer violence. But | cannot minis-

ter to souls alone. My people also have
bodies.”

Contact Montgomery Advertiser re
Mnﬂrhuwnufm uomsu
at b .com. Updated at
nam Nondaylolndudenmrmu
from Gov. Kay Ivey and Montgomery
Mayor Steven Reed,
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JEANNIE GRAETZ | DEC. 24, 1929-DEC. 16, 2020

sary with her husband, Robert Graetz, and family

Brian Lyman
Montgomery Advestiser
USA TODAY NETWORK

Jeannie Graetz, one of a handful of whites in Mont-
gomery who publicly supported the 1955-56 Bus Boy
cott — and suffered threats and two bombings of her
home for it — died Wednesday. She was 90 years old.

Meta Ellis, Graetz's daughter, said the cause of death
was cancer. Graetz died nearly three months after her
husband, the Rev. Robert Graetz, passed away.

The Graetzes were some of the very few whites in
Montgomery to support the boycott. The Rev. Graetz,
who pastored the majority-Black Trinity Lutheran

Church, was the only white dergyman in
Montgomery to do so, and joined the Montgomery Im-
provement Association (MIA), which organized the

boycott.

The family endured the harassment other members
of the Montgomery Improvement Association did. Seg-
regationists poured sugar in their gas tanks and
slashed the tires on their vehicles. The family home was
bombed twice. The first time, in the summer of 1956,
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‘Christian zeal’

Jeannie Graetz, who helped and publicly supported
Montgomery Bus Boycott, dies at 90

Rev. Robert Graetz and his wife, Jeannie Graetz, are
shown in Montgomery on April 1, 2015.
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the family was away on a trip.

The second time — on Jan. 10, 1957 — the Graetzes
were home with their four young children and the Rev.
Graetz's mother when the bomb went off.

“It's one of those things you try to forget,” Graetz told
the Advertiser in 2018. “Not a fun thing to happen at 2 in
the moming with four bables and a mother-in-law
there. To know there are people who hate you, that's not
very nice to know.”

Bomn Jean Ellis on Dec. 24,1929, Graetz was raised on
a farm in northwest Pennsylvania, the second of five
daughters. The Rev. Graetz wrote in “A White Preacher’s
Memoir” that Jeannie’s father, Marshall, openly wished
for boys, but sent his daughters to do the chores. Jean-
nie maintained a trap line on their farm to catch animals
and sell their hides for cash.

“We were his boys,” she said. "We did every kind of
work that a farm boy ever did.”

Jeannie was also attracted from an early age to those
who were different, the Rev. Graetz wrote. As a student
at Capital University in Bexley, Ohio, she roomed witha
blind student, helping her in her classes and developing
a lifelong friendship with her. Jeannie Graetz later said
that her interest in other people was an act of rebellion
against the hypocrisy of the adult world, natural curi-
osity and an act of faith.

Wlwmmaledpmpk.drnyuhhnd
a ‘sporadic Christian zeal' to do the same” the Rev.
Graetz wiote. “That ‘zeal’ has been apparent throughout
her life, not sporadic.”

Jeannie Ellis married the Rev. Graetz, a native of West
Virginia, in 1951 In June 1955, while pregnant with the
couple’s third child, Jeannie, with her husband and their
two toddlers, drove from Ohio to Montgomery, Ala-
bama, where Graetz would serve as pastor of Trinity Lu-
theran.

The Graetzes chose to live in the Trinity Lutheran
parsonage, near their predominantly Black congrega-
tion. The family, which knew little of the unwritten rules
and expectations of the Jim Crow South, was instantly
shunned by most of the white community. While at-
tending movies, the Graetzes insisted on sitting in the
Black section in the balcony. Fearful that such actions
would lead to riots, theater owners rushed them into
their seats and let them watch films for free.

“The Graetzes almost never got to laugh at such ab-
surdities,” historian Taylor Branch wrote in "Parting the
Waters,” the first book in his trilogy on the civil rights

Jeannie Graetz holds up her Alabama State
University 2015 senior class T-shirt — something she
planned to wear as often as possible after her
graduation in 2015, ALVIN BENN/SPECIAL TO THE ADVERTISER

to live,” Branch wrote. But the Graetzes did form friend-
ships with a number of people in the congregation, in-
cluding Rosa Parks, who lived across the street from the
family. The Rev. Graetz also befriended the Rev. Martin

Rev. Robert Graetz and his wife Jeannie Graetz are
shown in their wedding photo. conreaursn

discrimination on Montgomery's bus lines was ruled
unconstitutional.

On Jan. 10, 1957, the Graetzes, along with their young
children and the Rev. Graetz's mother were at home
when a bomb exploded on their front lawn. The bomb
blew out the windows and doors on the house and scat

Luther King Jr, then a pastor at Dexter Bapti
Church.

The Sunday after Parks was arrested for refusing to
give up her seat on a Montgomery bus on Dec. L, 1955,
the Rev. Graetz preached a sermon calling on his congre
gation to support the boycott, and saying his family
would do the same.

H imost in tly. A nurse at the
office of J je Graetz's ob ician b d her fam-
fly’s stand, and “seemed unnecessarily rough and care-
less in her preliminary examinations of Jeannie,” the
Rev. Graetz wrote. The Graetzes had sugar poured into
thelr gas tank, and slashed their tires. Students at the
segregated schools shouted “n-—-1 lover” at the Graetz-
es as they walked down the street.

“Someone would write that they've seen our kids out
playing in the yard and they had a gun there and they
could just shoot them,” Jeanne Graetz told the Advertis
er in 2015. “Things like that, they scared you to death.”

In August 1956, the Graetzes attended a training at
the Highlander School in Tennessee. While there, the
Rev. Graetz got a call from an Advertiser reporter asking
him for comment about their home being bombed.
When they returned home, a Montgomery police lieu-
tenant spoke so harshly to the Graetzes that their 2.
year-old son shouted “Go away, you bad policemen.”

movement. “There was too much jon. Besides, the (Montg y Mayor W.A. Gayle openly speculated that
daily ostracism caused too much hurt within the family  the Graetzes had pi d the bomb th jves.)
for its excesses to be funny.” TheG i lled lighting d their house af -

There was also tension with some members of the
Trinity Lutheran congregation, a few of whom “said out
loud that they did not need a white man to tell them how

ter the bombing and tried to hire guards — one of whom
frequently visited bars — but did not stint in their sup-
port of the boycott. It ended in December 1956, when

tered pl and glass on the floor. (Parks helped the
Graetzes dlean up the damage.) A second bomb was dis-
covered which, had it gone off, would have killed the
family.

“1 had a hard time forgiving them for that,” Jeannie
Graetz said in 2015, “How could someone bomb a house
with babies in it? That bomb was supposed to kill us.”

When the G ' home was bombed in 1957, Parks
came across the road and helped sweep up the damage.

The Graetzes left Montgomery in 1958 to go to a pre-
dominantly Black church in Ohlo. The Rev. Graetz later
wodttd as a lobbyist for marginalized groups. Robert

d to Montgomery in 2007, where
they worked for Alabama State University and held
symposiums on civil rights issues. The couple was fre-
quently seen at social justice gatherings and protests,
from gatherings against a state law targeting immi-
grants in 2011 to a 2012 memorial for Trayvon Martin, the
Black teenager killed as he was returning from the store.

Graetz Is survived by six children; 26 grandchild
17 great-granchildren, and one great - peufmnddﬂd

Reflecting on her experiences in 2015, Jeannie Graetz
sald the boycott had reminded her that many people
sngglemubuhbuiclcwlsofmnﬁty nndthntn
shaped her and her husband’s profi and
how they raised their family.

“It’s not just black and white,” she said. “There are
many people who are oppressed in this world — women,
the poor, handicapped individuals, gays. That's what we
leamed.”

Contact Montgomery Advertiser reporter Brian Ly-
man at 334-240-0185 or blyman@gannett.com
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AT TERS TV INMEEVITUR

Jeannie Graetz was an inspiration to everyone

Editor's note: Jeannie Graetz, who with her late hus-
band, the Rev. Robert S. Graetz Jr., supported the Mont-
gomery Bus Boycott and endured bombs and threats as
a white couple aiding the historic boycott, died
Wednesday at age 90. Her death comes approximately
three months after her husband died at 92 from com-
plications of Parkinson’s disease.

We are deeply saddened to learn of the death of
Jeannie Graetz. In addition to her love of family, she
demonstrated a profound love of community through-
out her life, whether it was during the Montgomery
Bus Boycott or her later work at the National Center for
the Study of Civil Rights and African-American Cul-
ture at Alabama State University in Montgomery.

When Jeannie's husband became ill, she committed
herself to leading the work of the Graetz Symposium,
an annual conference supporting the civil rights
movement, a partnership with the national center at
ASU. During the most recent symposium, she spoke
about how important its work was to her and the great-
er community.

Jeannie was also a lifelong learner, earning a bache-
lor's degree at age 85. She was truly an inspiration to
everyone who met her. Today, we honor her life - a life
defined by service, commitment and community.

Tafeni English

Director of Southern Poverty Law Center Civil
Rights Memorial Center
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Rev. Robert Graetz and his wife Jeannie Graetz in
Montgomery on Wednesday April 1, 2015. Mickey
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The Graetz Legacy

Also T heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall T send, and who will go for us?
Then said I, Here am I; send me.

Isaiah 6:8 (King James Version)

But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.

Matthew 5:44
Note: This scripture was the lesson for the day at Birmingham’s Sixteenth Street
Baptist Church, September 15, 1963.

And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.

Matthew 25:40

So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away
from it. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us
may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or
bad." (Only what we do for Christ will last.)

2 Corinthians 5:9-10
Peace Prayer of Saint Francis

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.




Special Guests
Chip Hill, Chief of Staff to the Mayor
Jamyla Philyaw, Special Assistant to the Mayor
Tania Johns, Special Assistant to the Mayor
Phillip Ensler, Senior Policy Advisor to the Mayor
Sheyann Webb Christburg, Noted Author/Youth Advisor
Dr. Willie D. McClung, Pastor, Holt Street Memorial Baptist Church

Mrs. Leslie McPhillips and Atty. Julian L. McPhillips Jr.,
Author, Community Advocate

Sandra Nickel, Veteran Realtor, Community Advocate
Valerie Smedley, Owner-Operator of Tours of Montgomery, Community Advocate
Cedric Varner, Longtime Television Talk Show Host

H. Randall Williams/Suzanne La Rosa, Book Publishers, Community Advocates

I
| Nelson Malden, barber who gave Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. his first local haircut
||.
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