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		�  Session C: Mike Bunn, Historic Blakeley State Park, presiding

		  • �“From Slavery to Sovereignty: Celebrating the Legacy of Dr. William Hooper Councill and 150 
Years of Alabama A&M University (1875–2025)” 
Eddie Davis, Jr., Black Heritage Council

		  • �“Yellow Dog Republican: Gadsden, Alabama’s Lonnie Noojin and His Fight to Establish the 
Republican Party in the Solid South” 
Cody D. Robinson, Gadsden

		  • �“The Lamars: Prominent Alabama Settlers, Old Ideas, New Questions” 
Jay Lamar and Shari L. Williams, Auburn

12:00 p.m. 	 Box Lunches Served 

1 to 4 p.m. 	 Tours On-Your-Own 

	 • Colony Cemetery  
	 • Fairhope Friends Meeting House 
	 • Fairhope Hotel/Summit Street Inn 
	 • Fairhope Museum of History (open until 5 p.m.) 
	 • Fairhope United Methodist Church 
	 • Marietta Johnson Museum 
	 • Tolstoy Park/Henry Stuart Round House 

7:00 p.m. 	� Awards Banquet – Fairhope United Methodist Church  
Keynote address by Sonny Brewer, author of The Poet of Tolstoy Park 

			 

SATURDAY, APRIL 11, 2026 

8:30 a.m. 	 Concurrent Sessions 

		�  Session A: Valerie Pope Burnes, University of West Alabama, presiding

		  • ��“Dumb Southerners: How Disease Skewed Perceptions of the South” 
Beth Hunter, University of Alabama at Birmingham

		  • �“We Come By It (Dis)Honestly: Panaceas, Poisons, and Prescriptions in an Early-20th Century 
Pharmacy” 
Caity Bell, Landmarks of DeKalb County

		  • �“The Poisoning of John T. Rowland and the Enforcement of Temperance in Small Southern 
Communities” 
Wesley R. Bishop, Jacksonville State University

		�  Session B: Carrie Barske Crawford, University of North Alabama, presiding

		  • �“Victor von Sheliha’s Torpedoes and the Confederate Defense of Mobile Bay” 
Paul T. Brueske, University of South Alabama

		  • �“‘The Principles of Civil Defense are Not New to Rural People’: Alabama’s Rural Civil Defense 
Program During the Cold War” 
Hector L. Montford, College of Coastal Georgia

		  • �“Huntsville’s 1971 Sanitation Workers Strike” 
Adam Keller and Whitney R. Washington, North Alabama Area Labor Council

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS Continued
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		  Session C: Kelly Kennington, Auburn University, presiding

		  • �“The 1865 University of Alabama Fire: Archival Loss, Enduring Myths, and Historical Memory” 
Rebecca L. Whiting, University of Alabama

		  • �“The House That Hate Built: Novel Facts and Factual History” 
Bert Hitchcock, Opelika

		  • �“Two Historical Myths from the Shoals: Pope’s Tavern Museum and the Singing River”  
Brian Murphy and Jordan Collier, Florence Arts and Museums

10:00 a.m. 	 Business Session 

10:45 a.m.	 Concurrent Sessions 

		  Session A: John M. Giggie, University of Alabama, presiding

		  • �“Conservative or Progressive? The Political Culture of Tuskegee Institute” 
S. Thomas Ritchie, Tuskegee University

		  • �“‘Do What the Spirit Say Do’: A Photo Essay on the Activism, Advocacy, and Outreach of the Tuskegee 
Institute Scholar-Activists in the 1960s” 
Thomas L. Coley, Alabama Education Association

		  • �“Resilience and Recognition: The MOWA Band of Choctaw Indians in Alabama” 
Peter Rivers, Mobile

		  Session B: Theo Moore, Hiztorical Vision Productions, presiding

		  • �“Trading for Victory: Reexamining the Anglo-French Trade War in the Colonial Alabama Frontier” 
John J. Gurner, Fort Toulouse-Fort Jackson Park

		  • �“How Urban Renewal Reshaped a Mobile Neighborhood”  
Christine Q. Dawson, GAI Consultants

		  • �“Collective Memory, Pride, and Place: Documenting the African American Neighborhoods of Florence, 
Alabama” 
Michael Asher, Florence Arts and Museums

		  Session C: Susan Reynolds, Alabama Heritage, presiding

		  • �“Fairhope and Philadelphia’s Single-Tax Connection” 
Maureen S. Thompson, Central Alabama Veterans Health Care System

		  • �“Negro Folk Music of Alabama, Folkways Records, and Harold Courlander”  
James I. Deutsch, Smithsonian Institution

		  • �“Lives Before Loss: How the Army and War Forever Changed the Communities of Pond Beat and 
Mullins Flat and the People Who Built Them” 
Polly Padden, Mississippi State University

12:15 p.m. 	 Luncheon -- Fairhope United Methodist Church  
		  Presidential Address, Dr. Matthew Downs 

2:30 p.m. 	 Post-Meeting Opportunity to Visit Site of the Wreck of the Clotilda 
		  • Historic Blakeley State Park 
		  NOTE: Tickets required separately and in advance.  See page 16 for details. 
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MAP

1

1 Meeting: 
Coastal Alabama Community 
College 450 Fairhope Avenue

Banquet & Lunch: 
Fairhope United Methodist 
Church 155 S. Section Street

2

2

Hampton Inn Fairhope
23 N. Section Street • 251-928-0956
Visit hilton.com - $150/night: enter group code 
AHA under “Special Rates." Space is limited. 

Holiday Inn Express
19751 Greeno Road • 251-928-9191 
Visit alabamahistory.net/meetings for link.$139/
night. Book by March 12.  

2

Hotels:

Marietta Johnson Museum
10 S. School StreetA
Fairhope Museum of 
History 24 N. Section StreetB
Fairhope United Methodist 
Church 155 S. Section Street2
Fairhope Friends Meeting 
House 9261 Fairhope AvenueC
Mosher Storybook Castle 
457 Oak Avenue (Exterior only on Fri)D

E

F

Fairhope Hotel/Summit 
Street Inn 131 Fairhope Avenue

Colony Cemetery Corner of 
North Church Street & Oak 
Avenue

Friday, April 10th:
1:00pm-4:00pm Tours on your own

a

b

c

Daphne History Museum
405 Dryer Avenue, Daphne
Open 10am-4pm

Baldwin County Training 
School Museum
1000 Main Street, Daphne
Open 11am-3pm

Douglasville High School 
Heritage Museum
1000 Shedrick Hardy Pkwy, Bay Minette 
Open 10am-1pm

Fairhope Public Library
501 Fairhope Avenue
5pm Panel: “Writing and Publishing 
Local History”

d
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 Special thanks to Laura Murray for map design.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

OPENING SESSION 
KEYNOTE 
Fairhope’s African 
American History and 
Heritage   

AWARDS BANQUET KEYNOTE: 
Sonny Brewer is the author of five novels, among 
them The Poet of Tolstoy Park, based on the true-life 
story of Henry James Stuart who came from Idaho 
to Fairhope, Alabama, in 1923 with a year to live. 
He did not follow his doctor’s prognosis, however, 
and lived another 20 years in a round house of hand-
poured concrete blocks. Sonny has adapted that novel 
into a stage play that he hopes to produce annually 
in Fairhope. Sonny also published five short story 
anthologies of Southern writers, called Stories from the 
Blue Moon Cafe. His other books include a collection 
of haiku poems, a children’s book, a Clarence Darrow 
biography, and a self-help book on creativity. He lives in 
Fairhope with his little dog Bobby.  

Vickie Graham, Hope 
Community, Board of 

Directors

Shawn D. Graham, Hope 
Community, Founding 

Member & Former 
President

Mara Kozelsky, 
University of South 

Alabama, Professor of 
History

Clayton Vaughn-
Roberson, University of 
South Alabama, Assistant 

Professor of History

Clarice Hall-Black, Hope 
Community, Secretary
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2025 HISTORIC MARKERS

ALABAMA HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION HISTORICAL 
MARKERS IN 2025 
Text and locations of the markers 
ordered by the Association in 2025 
will appear in a forthcoming issue 
of The Alabama Review. Markers 
below followed by an asterisk have 
been installed. 
• �Barbara H. Patton Southside 

Center for the Arts*
• �Bell’s Landing / Tinela & Hybert 

(Monroe County)
• �Hall-Kent School (Jefferson 

County)
• �Homer Jack Daughtry & the Fight 

for Native Education  
(Escambia County) 

• �Jackson House (Lawrence County)
• �Locust Hill (Colbert County)
• �North Highland High School 

(Autauga County) *
• �North Highland Park  

(Autauga County) *
• �Original Site of the University of 

Alabama in Huntsville  
(Madison County) *

• �Prentice High School  
(Shelby County) * 

• �Sallie Mae Hadnott  
(Autauga County) 

• �The Southern Courier 
(Montgomery County) * 

• �The Todd Road Incident & 
the Origins of Leadership 
Montgomery, Inc.  
(Montgomery County) 

Big Hurricane Cemetery,  
courtesy of John Scott

Staffers of the civil and economic rights newspaper The Southern Courier 
returned to dedicate a marker at the site of their former office in downtown 

Montgomery, July 2025. Photo courtesy of Scotty Kirkland  

Students from Percy Julian High School sing during a marker dedication for 
the school’s namesake, scientist and humanitarian Percy Julian in Montgomery, 

April 2025.  Photo courtesy of Scotty Kirkland  

AHA member George Adair stands 
next to a new marker about the 
Bryce Coal Mine Disaster in 
Tuscaloosa. Dedicated in September 
2025, this was the Association’s 
final History Revealed marker, a 
five-year project to erect markers on 
lesser-known topics. Photo courtesy 
of Scotty Kirkland  
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SAVE THE DATE!
Fall Pilgrimage 

October 23-24, 2026 
Jasper, Alabama 

Visit www.alabamahistory.net for hotel room blocks and more information. 

Photo courtesy of Jasper Main Street 



Alabama Historical Association  
Annual Meeting  —  April 9-11, 2026

REGISTRATION FORM

$40 per person Friday Lunch
Includes Friday lunch, sessions, and Friday tours.

Friday Awards Banquet
Includes Friday awards banquet only.

$60 per person Saturday Luncheon 
Includes Saturday luncheon and sessions.

TOTAL PAYMENT:  

Make checks payable to Alabama Historical Association and mail to AHA, Pebble Hill, 
Auburn, AL 36849. Pre-registrations must be received by Monday, March 30.

You may also register online at aub.ie/AHAAnnualMeeting. 

— continue on reverse —

$175 per person AHA Full Registration 
Includes Thursday reception, Friday lunch, Friday banquet, Saturday
luncheon, and sessions.

=

$10 per person  Fairhope Storybook Castles Tour
Please select preferred tour time:  1:00 p.m.  3:00 p.m.

$75 per person

Friday Banquet Only 

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES:

$40 per person Thursday Night Reception
Includes Thursday reception only.

SINGLE DAY REGISTRATION OPTIONS:

CHOOSE TO DO MORE: 
        Make an additional tax-deductible contribution in support of the AHA.

$_______ To support programs, including the Speakers Bureau and History Revealed marker program

$________   To support scholarships for college students to attend the annual meeting

FULL REGISTRATION:

$27 per person  Cruise to the Site of the Clotilda Wreck
You must register for this SEPARATELY. Visit aub.ie/clotilda to purchase a ticket. The 
cruise departs from the Historic Blakeley State Park dock at 2:30 p.m. on Saturday.

TOTAL =



To help ensure accurate space and numbers, please indicate your anticipated attendance  
for the following:

  
            
 Thursday Evening Reception    Yes     No     ______

 Friday Lunch       Yes     No     ______
  
 Friday Banquet      Yes     No     ______
   
          Saturday Luncheon      Yes     No     ______ 

 

For more information or questions, contact one of the following AHA officers:

Gayle Thomas, Treasurer   ronthomas_ups@yahoo.com  334-790-0815  
Mark Wilson, Secretary   mwilson@auburn.edu   334-844-6198
Maiben Beard, Membership Secretary     maiben@auburn.edu   334-844-4903

Total # of Attendees

REGISTRATION INFORMATION:

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Person Making Payment

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address

_____________________________________________ ____________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code     Telephone and Email

PRINT INFORMATION FOR NAME TAGS:

First: ______________ Last: ______________________    City or Institutional Affiliation: _________________

First: ______________ Last: ______________________    City or Institutional Affiliation: _________________

First: ______________ Last: ______________________    City or Institutional Affiliation: _________________

First: ______________ Last: ______________________    City or Institutional Affiliation: _________________


